



POinteg 
» 1M the 
MY jp 
ed by » 
tor, wh 
Of May 
hat top 
CW Hay 
1, and 
thoy: i 
8 righ 
App 


the a 


’ 
/OM Mit, 
éd wig i 
CNabje 
CRE lila 


Ired ty 
d 0 ny 
Senate | 
der @ 


nag 
And om 

iit the 

Dg on | 


; LEGL. 


L VOU bap 
Approry 
eLurned 
} there 

P Oly 
A the by 
Author 
tot 


AKER 


3, 
Car on 
8 a3 bh 
disso} J 
\eaday 
Ww i 


Cano 
Ment 

t the 
ted 
Asti 
S80iTe 
10 vig 
n the 
NOt, 
nce ie 


ne ges 
her, w 
at ¥ 
Ould 
| ace 
ncn 
ed, the 
hh Sime 
imate 











THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


33D Concress, Ist Session. 


4n act for the relief of Daniel C. Cash and 


Giles U. Ellis; ; ; 

4n act for the relief of the representatives of 
To : . 
"ae act for the relief of Jonathan Pierce; and 
‘An act to extend the right of preémption over | 
unsurveyed lands in Minnesota, and for other pur- | 


oses. 


Tne PrestpENT pro tempore signed the above || 


named enrolled bills. 
MAIL STEAMER BILL, ETC. 


Phe message also announced that the House of |, 


Representatives had disagreed to the amendments | 
of the Senate to the bill making appropriations for | 
the transportation of the United States mail by | 
ocean steamers, and otherwise, during the fiscal | 


ea 4 the 30th of June, 1855, and also that.|| 


they insisted on their disagreement to the amend- | 
ments of the Senate to the bill making appropria- | 
tions for the naval service for the year ending the | 
x):hof June, 1855; agreed to the further confer- | 
ence asked by the Senate on the disagreeing votes | 

| 


of the two Houses on said bill, and had appointed || 
Mr, Puecrs, Mr. Benson, and Mr. Rowe, man- || 


agers at the same on their part. 


Also, that the House had agreed to the report | The committee of conference have agreed to 


of the committee of conference on the bill making | 
appropriations for the repair, preservation, and 


commenced under the authority of law. 


OCEAN MAIL SERVICE. 
The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 
ment to the bill making appropriations for the 


transportation of the United States mail by ocean | 


steamers and otherwise, during the fiscal year || 


ending the 30th of June, 1855, disagreed to by the 
House of Representatives; and, on motion by Mr. | 


Hunter, the Senate insisted on the amendment, || 
and asked a conference on the disagreeing votes | 
of the two Houses. | 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was ordered 


the Senate, be appointed by the PresipenT pro 
tempore; and Mr. Srvart, Mr. James, and Mr. 
Toomps were appointed. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, from the committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses | 
on the bill making appropriations for the repair, | 
preservation, and completion of certain public 
works heretofore commenced under-the authority 
of law, made a report recommending 

That the Senate do recede from its second amendment. 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its | 
disagreement to the third, fourth, fifth, and seventh amend- 
ments of the Senate, and agree thereto. 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the first amendment of the Senate, and 
agree thereto, with the following amendment: Strike out | 
the words “ one hundred,”’ and in lieu thereof insert ‘‘ sev- 
enty.’? 

That the the House of Representatives do recede from 
its disagreement to the sixth amendment of the Senate, and | 
agree thereto with amendments as follows: In line seven 
ot said amendment, strike out the word “ fifty,” and in lieu 
thereof insert the word “ forty,” and strike out lines nine, 
ten, and eleven of said Senate amendment. 

And that the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the eighth amendment of the Senate, and 
agree thereto, with an amendment as follows: Add at the 
end thereof the words “ or rejection.” 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 will statein afew words 
the purportof theamendments. The first amend- 
ment made by the Senate was to increase the ap- 
propriation ‘* for continuing the improvement of 
the Des Moines rapids, in the Mississippi river,’’ 
from $18,000 to $100,000. The committee of 
conference have agreed to make;that appropria- 
tion $70,000, the Senate yielding $30,000, and the 
House $52,000. 

The second amendment was to insert the words 
‘ ineluding the amount expended prior to August 
30, 1852,”’ after the word ** harbor,”’ in the clause: 

For continuing the removal of the rock at Hell Gate and 
Diamond reef, New York harbor, $20,000, 

The committee recommend the Senate to recede 
from that amendment. 


The third amendment was to insert after the 
clause * for continuing the reopening of a com- 
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munication between the Albemarle Sound, in 
| North Carolina, and the Atlantic ocean, $50,000,”’ 
the words: 


In addition to the sum of $50,000 appropriated by the act 
of August 30, 1852, which sum is hereby reappropriated for 
a breakwater, or such other works as the Secretary of War 
may deem best adapted to accomplish that cbject. 

The committee recommend that the House re- 
cede from its disagreement to that amendment. 


The fourth amendment was an appropriation of 
$44,000 for the improvement of the Brazos river, 
Texas. The House abandon their objection to 
| that. The fifth amendment was one explaining 


|| the appropriation for Newark harbor, so as to 


| make it read: 


Fdr continuing the improvement of the harbor at Newark, 


| and Passaic river below the town of Newark and of New- 
| ark bay, New Jersey, $25,000. 


- 


| The House recede from their disagreement to 
that. The sixth amendment was: 


| For the surveys of the harbors of San Pedro, Santa Bar- 


| bara, Monterey, San Francisco, Humbokit, and Trinity, in 
| the State of California, and the rivers Sacremento, San Joa 
quin, and Colorado; and the harbor of Appalachicola, Flor- 
ida, #50,000. 
For survey for a breakwater at Grace’s Point, Block Is- 
land, $5,000. 


|| make the appropriation for California $40,000 in- 


completion 6f certain public works heretofore } stead of $50,000, "and strike out the $5,000 for 


Grace’s Point. 
The seventh amendment was the one which 


| work to give security for the sum committed to 
their care. It was to strike the proviso out of the 
following section: 

Sec. 3. “nd be it further enacted, That, wkenever the 


for any material or labor for any works, there shall be sep- 
| arate proposals and separate contracts for each work, and 
also for each class of material or labor for each work ; and 
he shall report to Congress at its next session all the bids, 


| give bond and ample security for the faithful application of 
the same. 

| The House has receded from its disagreement to 
| thatamendment. The eight amendment was to 
| add at the end of the bill the following: 


| And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be 
| and he is hereby, authorized to contract with the proper 


parties for the purchase of Grant’s pass, near the entrance of 
| Mobile harbor, on the mail route from New Orleans to Mo 


| session for approval. . 


The committee of conference recommend to add 


| the words ‘‘ or rejection;”’ so as to let the next || 
|| Congress have power over that appropriation; and, 


| as thus amended, the House recede from their dis- 
| agreement. 


| This is the scope of all the amendments, and it 


with the names of the bidders: And provided, That all per- | 
| sons entrusted with the disbursement of the funds appropri- 


that the committee of conference on the part of 1] ated for the works named in this act, shall be required to | 


bile ; and that he report said contract to Congress at its next | 


| 


| will be seen that the Senate has carried almost the | 


| whole of them. I therefore hope the Senate will 
| concur in the report. 
‘The report was concurred in. 


HON. JARED W. WILLIAMS. 


lation to the right of Mr. Wixxtams to a seat in 
| the Senate. , 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I feel obliged to the Senate 
for the courtesy they are disposed to extend to 
| me in this case this morning. Although it is un- 


make a brief statement of the grounds on which 
New Hampshire claims a right to representation 
| on this floor. I do not believe that I could leave 
| the case, in justice to the State, or in justice to 
myself, without doing so. No one could be more 
averse to taking up any of the time of the Senate, 
ata period of the session when there is so little 
'| of it remaining, and so much business of import- 








The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
| report of the Committee on the Jydiciary in re- 


expeetedly sprung upon me, I deem it my duty to || 


| 
| 


} 
| 
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arrangement before | left the Senate last night, in 
the event it was called up, that the claim of New 
Hampshire should be stated, if an opportunity 


| were given, and that time for that purpose would 
_ be requested; but, on receiving assurances of the 
|| character that I have named, | left, supposing it 


would not be taken up. 

Mr. CASS. I hope the gentleman will allow 
me to interrupt him. I think the Senate must see 
that it is impossible to consider this subject prop- 
erly now. We have but little time left in which 
to dispose of our legislative business. I therefore 
suggest that this subject be aliowed to go over. I 
move to postpone it until next session. 

Mr. CLA ’. A vote has already been taken, I 
suggest to the Senator from Michigan, upon that 
question, and ithas been voteddown. | will state, 
moreover, to him what I stated to the Senate in 


| his absence: that it is im, ossible, without pro- 


tracting the session, to get through with the ap- 
propriation bills. They cannot even be read over 
by twelve o’clock. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I renew,the motion to post- 
pone the further consideration of this subject to 
the second week in December. 

Mr. CASS. I suggest to the Senator to move 


| that it li@ on the table. 


| ing the first Monday in December. 


. | motion for the reason briefly suggested b 
required all persons who were charged with this || 


the first week, 
[ have no objection to say- 
I make the 
the 
Senator from Michigan, that if it is intended to 
transact any other business, we have but an hour 
and ten minutes to do it in. ; 

Mr. SEBASTIAN called for the yeas and nays 


Mr. MASON. Say 
Mr, ATCHISON. 


; | on themotion, and they were ordered. 
|| Seeretary of War shall invite proposals for any works, or || 


Mr. BAYARD. The reason why I must vote 
against the postponement is, that I can see no 
reasen for it. 1 am perfectly willing that the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire shall be heard, If 
do not see that it will at all interfere with the 
business, for I understand from the Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. Cray] that we must postpone the 
adjouronsent of Congress, probably until to-mor- 
row. If we do that, there is ample time to con- 


| sider this report, because, if the object of post- 


| 


poning the adjournment is to give time to go 
through the enrolled bills, we must necessarily 
abstain from passing any more bills this session, 
or we shall be laboring under the same evil to- 
morrow that we do now. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am opposed to 
the postponement, from no unkindness to the 
Senator from New, Hampshire; but if we have 
not settled this question by the whole action of the 


| Senate for the last twenty years, we.never shall, 


| never can settle it. 





I do not believe there are 
ten Senators on this floor who believe that the 
gentleman is entitled to a seat here; and I am not 
willing to postpone the question, send him home, 


| to come back here at the next session with mile- 
|} age, and have all the difficulties brought up 


ain. 

ine WILLIAMS. I ought, perhaps, to make 
a suggestion in answer to the Senator from Ten- 
nessee. I have stated that the only object I had 
in having the subject considered, was, that the 
State of New Hampshire might, if she thought 
proper, have an opportunity of presenting testt- 
mony which the Committee on the Judiciary have 
not had—testimony which would give an entirely 
different character to the adjournment of the 


'| Legislature from what they seem to have assumed 


| 


in their report it has. The Senator from Ten- 
nessee seems to apprehend that this case involves 
a question that oe once been decided. It in- 
volves the question which was presented as to ‘he 
right of the Vermont representation by the Hon. 


|| Samuel S. Phelps, who claimed a representation 


here for his State under an appointment made by 


|| ance to the country to be transacted; but I had || the Governor of Vermont Baring the recess of the 


|| been led to. suppose, from an intimation derived || Legislature. of 
|| from a reliable source, that this report, coming in | now eeeone virtue of a similar appointment, 
_ at the heel of the session, would not be called up | made by the Go 


| 





unless New Hampshire should feel it to be her 
duty and her interest td call it up and present 
further facts. I, however, made a provisional | 





The eame right of representation is 
vernor of New Hampshire by 
that State. Twenty-six Senators, not a majority 
of the whole Senate, voted against and defeated 
the claim of Vermont; but that action, although 
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not deprive her of her constitutional right of rep- 
resentation, or destroy in any degree the right 
which New Hampshire claims to representation 
on this floor. Claims under the Constitution can- 
not be adjudicated in that way, even by a unan- 
imous vote of the Senate. As well may we say 
that the principles involved in the river and harbor 
bill, since the bill passed against our votes, are 
settled, and forever adjudicated, and as often as 
they arise in other bills, we are therefore pre- 
cluded from voting against them, as to say that 
those who in principle voted for the rights of Ver- 
mont shall give up their principles, and vote 
againet the rights of New Hampshire, in con- 
sequence of a former decision. 

0, sir; as often as cases arise which raise 
questions involving the same constitutional right, | 
it is their duty and privilege to reiterate and sus- 
tain these principles by their vows and votes. 
The first question, then, for consideration in this 
case, was properly raised by the chairman of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, in his minority re- 
port, when he says ** the question depends on the 
construction given to the words ‘ until the next 
meeting of the Legisiature,’’’ contained in the Con- 
stitution, whether they are limited in their appli- 
cation to the appointing power, or have reference | 
also to the duration or term of office conferred by 
the appointment. The report of the committee 
whichdenied the Vermont right of representation, 

ave to Vermont that right during the session of | 
= Legislature next succeeding = uxecutive 
appointment. They said that, for‘the purpose of 
making an election,the Legislature had the whole 
session to consult and deliberate, and act upon it; 
and that the seat of the aj /pointee was not vacated, 
his appointment did not expire until the legislative 
session expired, and was closed. Finding fault, 
therefore, as New Hampshire did, with the report 
which excluded Judge Phelps from his seat, they 


give her the right of representation, as she believed, 
until her legislative session expires, and to induce 
her to instruct me not to leave my seat here until 
that question was raised. I have raised it with 
extreme delicacy, and against my own wishes and 
feelings. However much I shall always remem- 
ber, and be grateful for, the kind courtesy with | 
which I have been treated here, | have long refused | 
every effort an extension of my term of duty here, 
believing for that I had holier and higher duties, | 
arising out of my delicate and failing health, and | 
my family, hich required that I should attend to 

them. But I have not felt at liberty to omit to do 

anything to save to New Hampshire the right of 





stitutionally entitled to it. 


THE 


it enue for a time the rights of Vermont, does || as early as possible, showing an unconditional ad- | the adjournment made by the Legislature, 


a 


journment. The copy which is in the report of the 
Judiciary Committee shows that the regular session 
of the New Hampshire Legislature commenced 
last June; and that it was continued regularly, 
with short adjournments, until they adjourned last 
month to the last Wednesday of May next—toa 
day certain and definite. 

The record under the seal of the State shows 
this fact—and an absolute unconditional adjourn- 
ment to this day, the last legislative day of the 

ear in which the present members of the State 
Leshtedies can legislate before their legislative 
functions are required to be dissolved by the Gov- 
ernor. On that record, under the decision made, 
New Hampshire believes her right to representa- 
tion under the appointment of the Executive is 
as perfect as it has ever been. . There seems 


| nothing to be supplied, or which can be rendered 


more clear by argument. A court commences 


| its regular session to-day, and for its convenience 
| adjourns from day to day, or for weeks or months, 
| not extending its adjournments into a session 


established by law, the business doneat the differ- 
ent periods of adjournment is regarded as of one 
and the same session, and in law butone day. So 
the General Court of New Hampshire, as their 
Legislature is called, adjourns from time to time, 
as their business may require; and unless it ad- 


|journs over to the next session fixed by law, all 


| game session, and are so in fact. 


the adjournments are but a continuation of the 
same session, are regarded and described as of the 
It was so ad- 


| mitted by representatives in our last Legislature, 


in their debates; and to hold their right of repre- 


| sentation here under the Executive appointment, 


according to the decision already made by the 
Senate. Indeed, it is difficult to understand how 


| we can go beyond the record of an absolute ad- 


|| journmentto a fixed day, to impeach the validity 
|| of that adjournment by other transactions discon- || 
found in the last clause of that report endigh to | 


nected with it, and of which I am satisfied your 


| committee have taken an erroneous view, occasion- 
ed probably from not having all the facts connected | 


with the transaction before them. If time is 
given, the State, | am confident, will present suf- 
ficient facts to satisfy even the committee, that 


| the Legislature of New Hampshire has not, as 


they say in their report, adjourned sine die, but 
its organization is kept up, and is continued in full 
life and being, with power and purposes of action, 
on the last Wednesday of May next. 

Mr. COOPER. | desire to ask one question 
for information. Is not the mode of adjournment 


adopted by the Legislature of New Hampshire at | 


| its late session the ordinary method of final ad- 
representation here; for she believes she is con- 





But Iam not vain enough to stand~here and || 


undertake to detain the Senate in the discussion | 
of that question, thinking that I can throw any | 
new light upon that part of the case. It has been 
ably discussed in an argument by the honorable | 
Mr. Phelps, which we believe has never been 
answered. We believe it to be unanswerable, and | 
we believe that if the case is revised, the decision 
will some time be reversed. 


| 


| 


journment? Do they not always adjourn in that | 
way? ° 

Mr. WILLIAMS. They ordinarily adopt that | 
mode of adjournment, but they do not adopt it as | 
a sine die adjournment. The committee are mis- | 
taken about the: facts in regard to that point, and | 
they must have got them from other sources than 
the record. The Legislature supposed that the | 
record was the only evidence they need furnish; | 
and under that view they have furnished evidence | 


| showing an adjournment to a day certain; but the | 


But we do not stand there, and my duty at this || committee, in consequence, | suppose, of the fact | 


time has not led me to ask that the consideration | 
of the report may be delayed, fur the purpose | 
which the honorable Senator from Tennessee sug- | 
gests, that I might receive more pay. I can say | 
to that Senator that I shall not appear here for | 
more pay. If New Hampshire feels an interest 
in this question, enough to present the facts in re- 
gard to the adjournment of our Legislature, which | 
will satisfy the Senate that, under the decision al- 

ready made, she is entitled to representation here, 
it is herright to claim it. If she does not do that, | 


| 
} 


| 


| 
| 
| 


about which the gentleman from Pennsylvania has 
inquired, that they are in the habit of adjourning | 
to that day, were disposed to regard it as a close | 
of their labors, and an adjournment, as they say, | 
sine die, which is a contradiction of the record. | 
The record showsan adjournment, in the ordinary | 
way, toa day certain. 


Mr. COOPER. 


when the adjournment is final ? . 
Mr. WILLIAMS. New Hampshire has con- 
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|| in order to determine this question. 


A 
J 44 
( 3 if theip 
adjournment was with an expectation that th 
| would be more business at the future period, Ij 
like all other adjournments; and in regard to th 
ut 
matter, | do not now wish to trouble the Senay 
any further than to say that the understanding of 
that adjournment by the Legislature, which the 
_ would be very glad to show, if they show a cq, 
here at all, was that it continued their session y 
the day to which they adjourned, and that thar 
adjournment, like similar adjournments by 4 
other courts, kept their session alive up to the dy 
fixed by the adjournment. A court holds its eat 
lar session, if you please, to-day. For its cop, 
_ venience it adjourns from day to day, from w 
to week, or from month to month; but provided, 
does not adjourn until the next regular sessing 
fixed by Jaw, itis a continuation of the term Of the 
court up to the time to whichrit adjourns, and fy 
law, and in fact, it is but one day. So thea. 
journment of the New Hampshire Legislatuy 
which is the general court of the State, so styled 
commenced their session on the first Wednesiay 
of June last. They transacted such business 
they thought proper from day to day, and fron 
week to week; and under an apprehension thy 
there might be other business before it was safe 
adjourn the session without day, or to dissoly, 
or disorganize it, for the purpose of retaining their 
organization, for the purpose of keeping the ses. 
| sion in being for the transaction of business, thy 
they may, whenever they assemble in the sage 
political capacity, officered and organized as the 
are, proceed to transact business, have thought 
| proper to adjourn to a day certain. 
After that proceeding, we suppose that what 
| ever may have been their previous conduct, of 
| their own tacit understanding, or whether they 
may omit to attend in pursuance of that adjourn. 
ment or not, has nothing to do with the adjourn. 
ment, and can in no way impeach its validity, 
We do not know, in fact, how this matter is to 
_te understood and settled, except by the record, 
We know of no authority to go beyond the record 
The record 
| shows that the adjournment was nothing but en 
adjournment to a day certain. We believe tha 
the committee, in saying that the adjournment 
| was conditional, as if the business of the session 
was finished, and then presuming that the busines 
was finished, and that it was, therefore, an ai: 
journment sine die, have drawn an inference which 
they would not have done, if they were in posse: 
sion of all the facts. 
My wish is, that the Senate may be possessed 
of all the facts. | wish the Senate to give the Sigtt 
of New Hampshire an opportunity to present the 
| facts, if they conclude to present them. They wil, 
and they can show them; and I believe, from th 
information which I have received by letters, that 
they feel an interest not to be deprived of their con- 
stitutional right of representation here. W hether 
they get it or not, they can show that this adjourn 
ment was not a sine die adjournment; that it was 
not a mere formal or technical adjournment, a 
seems to be apprehended by the committee; but 
} an adjournment in good faith, in the expectation 
of transacting business at the time to which they 
stand adjourned. We supposed, from the inform: 
ation we had from the committee, that the com- 

| mittee believe that to be a material and a control- 
ling fact, and one that would guide them. That is 
what we claim under this application. 

If I had taken any course which would tend to 

deprive them of an opportunity of showing that, 





I desire to inquire of the Sen- || if they desired, it would have been, in my judg: 
| ator whether ‘it is not always to a day certain || ment, a dereliction of duty. 


I have been gratified 
|| with the opportunity which has been afforded me 
|| of making this statement. If the case could bey 


I can say to the honorable Senator that I claim no || sidered it a safe and proper way of adjourn- | disposed of ina way which would give the State 


pay, no right of representation. I am anxious to | 


disabuse the minds of those who entertain the | 


opinion, if there be such, that I am a hanger-on 


here for place and pay. I disclaim any such pur- 


ment to adjourn to a day certain. The Legis- 
lature have done so; and the committee seem to 
have inferred from that circumstance that the busi- 


|| of New Hampshire an opportunity of showing 
this, if they desired it, 1 should feel relieved; | 
'| should feel as if the rights of a sovereign State 


|| ness of the Legislature was finished; and they || had been at least more respected than they wert 


pose. I despise it; but I also despise that policy | say, in their report, that it appears the business || in the summary decision of their application mad: 


which would Induce me to leave my seat without 
a fair and proper expression, on the part of the 
Senate, in regard to the rights of New Hampshire. 
That | claim for my State, notefor myself. I 
have claimed it under the most reasonable cireum- 
stances which I could. It came up here late. The 
committee have availed themselves of such facts 
in regard to the adjournment as they have been 
able to get. A copy of the Journal was produced 


chose to transact at that period was undoubtedly 


was finished. The business which the Legislature 
finished so far that they thought it best to adjourn; 
but they did not say that their business was fin- 
ished, or that they did not intend to do any busi- 
ness at the adjourned session; but, even if the 
business was finished, and there was nothing left 
which they could do at the adjourned session, | 
apprehend that fact would not, in any way, affect 


|| at five o’clock this morning. Other gentiemet — 
|| wish to discuss this matter. Gentlemen whe | 
|| claim this right, which was claimed by Vermon', 
|| to be a perfect right of representation for New 
'| Hampshire, have said to me that whenever the 
|| question came up they wished to discuss it agai, 
| and that they should do it with great confidence” 
|| that the decision then made would be overruled. 

| Whether that may be the action of the Senate of 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


. |, in justification of the claim made here for | The Secretary read the report, as follows: 
- Hampshire, have stated that if the facts in || 


gard to that adjournment be wn, | have per- 
~ confidence that the minds of the Judiciary 
ommittee will be changed. I say this, knowing 
hat their decision was, and it was upon that 
sint that New Hampshire relied rather than upon 
ny change of opinion in the Senate since the 
ecision of Judge Phelps’s case. 

Mr. BAYARD. _The question now is on post- 
sonement, and I will confine my remarks to it. 
he honorable gentleman from New Hampshire 


sks for the postponement of this matter on two | 


rounds. One is with a view to review the decis- 
on of this body made at the present session, afier 
prolonged argument, in which the majority of 
he Senate decided the principle which the Judi- 


iary Committee supposed to govern this case. | 
{am no stickler for precedents in reference to 


S decision of legislative bodies; but it is evident 
hat the body will not change; the individual 





members will not change materially during the | 


xisting Congress, and therefore there is no prob- 
bility that any further discussion would enlighten 
,3 on that subject, or changea vote in the Senate. 
The other ground is, that there are facts to be 
geertained. Now, I have been unable to ascer- 


ain how any fact which could change the deter- | 


mination of thé Senate enters into this case. We 
ave had before us the constitution of New Hamp- 
hire. We have had before us the effect of the 
djournment—sthe fact that, by that constitution, 
he day after that to which the Legislature have 
journed, they are dissolved, of necessity, by 
e very terms of the constitution. We therefore 
upposed that, no matter what might be proved, 
t could, not alter the state of the case arising out 
of the constitution and existing laws of the State. 

Further, | may say that, if 1 am not mistaken, 
he election in New Hampshire takes place before 
he fourth Wednesday of May. If that beso, 
he effect of holding this case over would be 
hat, though the adjournment was to the fourth 

ednesday of May, we should allow a repre- 


entation, which was elected anteriorly, to act on || 


his matter, when the constitution evidently in- 
ends that it shall be acted on by one chosen sub- 
equently. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
s on postponing the further consideration of the 
ubject to the first Monday in December next. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to amend the motion, 

as to postpone until tle second Monday in De- 
ember. 

Mr. STUART. I think we have heard about 
he substance of the statement of the gentleman 


irom New Hampshire, and we had better dispose 


e subject now. 

Mr. CASS. I suppose there is not a member 
bn this floor who has not looked at the subject, 
nd determined how he will vote. lt is therefore 

mere question of time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. L insiston my motion. 

The motion was rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


ow recurs on the motion to postpone until the || 


rst Monday of December, on which question the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 


The yeas and nays were taken, and resulted— | Provided, That the promotions which may be made in 


yeas 11 nays 37; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs.*Atchison, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge 


of lowa, Douglas, Houston, Johnson, Jones of lowa, Mal- || 


ory, Pettit, Sebastian, and Toombs—11. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bright, Brod 


ead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Chase, Clay, Caoper, Dawson, | 


Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Hunter, 
ames, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, 
Rockwell, Rusk, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Thomp- 

n of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, Wade, 

Walker, and Weller—37. 


So the motion was rejected. 


The report of the Committee on the Judiciary | 


was then concurred in. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. MALLORY. 
nate the report of the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, on 
the bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice. for the year ending June 30, 1855. The 
Senate recede from almost all their amendments 
except that one touching naval reform, and that 
is the only difficulty in the way. I submit the 


report to the Senate for its instructions to the 
committee, 


I desire to submit to the | 


| 
| 





: The committee of conference on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses on the bill making 
appropriations for the naval service for the year 


ending the 30th of June, 1855, having met, after 


| full and free conference, have agreed to recom- | 


mend, and do recommend, to their respective 
Houses, as follows: 


That the Senate concur in the amendment of the House 
of Represeatative#to the eighth amendment of the Senate. 
That the Senate recede from its first amendment, thd 
adopt a substitute therefor as follows: That at the navy 


| yard at San Francisco, the pay of the commander shall be 


$3,500 per annum ; one civil engineer, $4,000 per annum ; 
and the pay of the navy agent, who shall discharge the 
duties of both purser and navy agent, shall be $4,000 per 
annum. 

That the Senate recede from its ninth, thirteenth, four 
teenth, and sixteenth amendments. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


It seems that the joint com- 


mittee have not agreed. The report of the com- | 
mittee of conference is an entire thing, and we | 


cannot concur in part. We must act on the whole 


| or none. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr Wetter 


in the chair.) On the face of the report there 


| does not seem to be any difficulty at all. 


| culty is in regard to the amendment respecting | 
_ naval reform. 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 


1 


| lieutenants, passed midshipmen, and masters in the line of || 


Mr. PEARCE. I understand that the diffi- 
That seems to be an insuperable 
difficulty in the way of an agreement. 
to bring the matter to a test, [ propose that the 


Senate instruct their conferees to recede from that | 


amendment. 


Mr.MALLORY. The Senate has receded from | 
all its amendments. upon the call of the House, | 


except this one. That is all I wish to say before 
the vote is taken. 


The question being taken on the motion of Mr. || 


PEARCE, it was agreed to. So it was 


Ordered, That the conferees on the part of the Senate 
be instructed to recede from the following amendment of 
the Senate to the said bill: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President | 


of the United States, within thirty days from the passage 
hereot, shall assemble a naval board, to consist of three 
captains, two commanders, and two lieutenants, which 
board shall investigate the conduct, character, and standing 
of all the officers of the grades o1 captains, commanders, 


| promotion ; and shall ascertain and report to the Secretary 


| of the Navy, under such rules and regulations as he may || 
rescribe, every officer of said Jes that said board shall || —- : 
ee oan  asanenitien en reamed || siderable length of time. 


| deem incompetent or disqualified to discharge promptly 


| his whole duty ashore and afloat. 


And in every case the 


| said board shall report, in two separate classes, such offi- 


cers as the interests of the service require should be dis- 
missed, and such as should be placed out of the line of 


promotion, with its reasons for the same: Provided, That | 


upon said board, officers shall not investigate, vote, or re- 
port upon officers of a senior grade. 


Upon the return of the reports of the board to the Seere- | 


tary of the Navy, he shall, so far as the President shall ap 
prove the same, cause those officers who may be reported 
for disinissal to be dismissed the service with six months’ 
sea-service pay; and those who may be reported for with 
drawal from the line of promotion, to be so withdrawn upon 


pay which shall not be more than three fifths, nor less than || 


ore filth their sea-service pay respectively, to be determined 
and approved by the President: Provided, That passed mid 
shipmen and masters in the line of promotion so reported 
in the second class, shall be dropped from the service, and 


| shall thereupon receive one year’s sea-service pay. 


The said board shall be convened and regulated as the 
Secretary may direct, and he shall ascertain, in such man 
ner as he may deem just and expedient, the services, stand 


| ing, and character of the officers of the grades aforesaid, 


and submit the same to the board for its better information: 


| consequence of such dismissals and withdrawals shall re- 


i] 





} 
j 
| 
} 


| 
| 
} 


| 


! 


| 
| 
| 


duce the grade of commander to seventy, which shall here- | 


after be the number of said grade. 


Mr. MALLORY. I suppose the report can 
now be received and acted on. I present it. 
The first amendment of the Senate was to insert: 


That at the navy-yard at San Francisco the pay of the 


|; commander shall be $3,500 per annum ; the pay of one store 
| keeper, $3,500; one civil engineer, $4,000; one draughts- || 
| man, who shall be clerk to engineer, $2,000; one clerk to 


the storekeeper, $2,000; one navy agent, $4,000; one clerk 
to navy agent, $2,000. 


The committee of conference 
tute for it the following: 


insert: 


Navy-yard, San Francisco: For continuing the black- 
| smith’s shop, carpenter’s shop, store house, wharf, officers’ 


quarters, and other works, $200,000 


The amendment of the House to this amendment 
|| —in which it is proposed that the Senate concur— 


In order | 


propoge to substi- | 


That at the navy-yard at San Francisco, the pay of the 
commander shall be $3,500 per annum, one civil engineer, || 
| $4,000 per annum; and the pay of the navy agent, who || 
|| shall discharge the duties of both purser and navy agent, || 
| shall be $4,000 per annum. 


The eighth amendment of the Senate was to | 


is to strike out ‘officers’ quarters, and other 
works.’”’ 


The amendments from which it is proposed that 
the Senate recede, are as follows: 

The ninth, which was to insert: 

And that the sam of $100,000 be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated for the establishment of a naval depot on the 
right bank of the river Mississippi in descending, at the 
site now owned and held by the United States for that pur- 
pose, near the city of New Orleans, and for such buildings 
and improvements as may be judged necessary for the ac- 
commodation of the United States vessels of-war in that 
quarter. 

The thirteenth, which was to add: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the existing law 
limiting the number of officers of the Navy of the United 
States, he so far modified as to entitle the officers belonging 
to the navy of Texas at the time of annexation, to the pay 
of the officers of the Navy of the United States on leave of 
absence up to the present time: Provided, The number of 
such officers shall not exceed eight. 

And the sixteenth, which was to add: 


“ind be it further enacted, That naval pursers shall here- 
after be styled paymasters ; and all laws, rules, and reguia- 
tions applying to pursers shall apply to them as paymastere : 
Provided, That this change of name sball not be held to 
affect their rank, pay, or duties. 

GEORGE M. BENTLE*. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of lowa, the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider House bill for the relief of George M. Bent- 
ley, of the State of Indiana, the object of which is 
to direct the Secretary of the Interior to place the 
name of George M. Bentley, of the State of Indi- 
ana, upon the list of invalid pensioners, at the rate 

| of eight dollars per month, from January 1, 1854, 
| and to continue during his natural life. 

Bentley was a private in company H, third 
| regiment Indiana volunteers, served in Mexico 
| during the war with that country, and with his 

company fought gallantly at the battle of Buena 
| Vista. During the first part of the month of 
November, 1846, his regiment was encamped near 
Matamoros, upon the Rio Grande. On or about 
the 10th day of that month, Bentley, with the 
written permission of the colonel of the regiment, 
| went into the city of Matamoros, and whilst there, 
| by accident, sprained his right ankle. Upon his 
return to camp in the evening, his ankle was 
| swollen,.and he was so disabled by lameness as 
to be unable to perform military duty for a con- 
Before the limb was 
wholly restored, he returned to the discharge of 
(his duty; the swelling returned, and continued 
until incurable ulcers broke out upon the limb. 
He is now wholly disabled from providing for 
himself and his family by manual labor. Before 
entering the service of the United States he was a 
sound and very robust man. Whilst in the ser- 
| vice he was temperate and very attentive to his 
duties. This claim was submitted to the Pension 
|| Office and rejected, for the reason that there was 
|| not the testimony of any person who was imme- 
'| diately présent when the injury was first received. 
|| No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
| reported to the Senate, ordered to athird reading, 


'| read a third time, and passed. 


CHEROKEE TREATIES. 


|| Mr. HOUSTON submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
| gent, and agreed to: 


|| Resolved by the Senate of the United States, That the 
| Attorney General of the United States be required to ex- 
amine the records and proceedings of the different boards 
|| ofFcommissioners appointed by the President, to adjudicate 
|| claims under the Cherokee treaty of New Echota, made in 
1| 1835, and the supplemental articles added in 18%6, and report 
|| to the Senate at its next session the manner in which those 
|| treaties have been carried out and complied with on the 
| part of the two contracting parties, and whether the inde 
|| pendence and free action and deliberations of the differe ut 
| boards of commissioners appointed under the seventeent! 
article of the treaty of 1835, was trespassed upon by instruc 
|| tions issued from the office of Indian Affairs ; whether, in 
| the opinion of the Attorney General, those instructions 
issued to the boards were or were mt conformable to the 
| treaties; whether the session of the board was interrupted 
and broken up at any time by instructions or orders issued 
|| from the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; 
| whether any claims were allowed and paid by the Commie- 
sioner of (Indian Affairs without the adjodication of the 
board of commissioners; whether the last board of com- 
|| missioners undertook, after their commission had expired, 
| to annul adjudications previously made, and make other re- 
| jections and allowances after their commission had expired; 
whether the commissioners, without authority of law, ap- 
pointed agents and sent them into the Cherokee country to 
| value property, allowing them compensation, charging the 
|| same to, and paying them out of the funds appropriated to 
|| pay claims provided for, under the different articles of the 
| treaty of 1835 and 1836; whether any part of these appro- 
|| priations had been withheld from the Cherokees, or have 
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ern improperly applied; whether, in the opinion of the |! to strike out ‘together with the interest on the 


Attorney General, the sar] treaty and the supplement bave | 
been fadthinlly, and is good faith carried into execation on 
the part of the United States, agreeably to the letter and 
ypirtt; and whether anything yet remains to be done by the 
United States fully to comply with ber obligations to the 


Cherokees, growing outot, and provided for by, the treaties 
ef 117, 1419, and 1835 and 1836; also all treaties affecting 
tlre nights of the Cherokees who inhabited and were located 
in the country weat of the Mississippi. 


EXTENSION OF THE SESSION TO MONDAY. 
A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Furwey, their Clerk, 
announcing that they had agreed to the resolu- 
tion of the Senate extending the time for the ad- 
journment of Congress, with an amendment, in 
which they requested the Senate’s concurrence. 

The original resolution of the Senate was as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, (the House of Representative concurring,) 
That the time fixed by the resolution of the lat July for the 
adjournment of the present session of Cougress be, and the 
saine is hereby, extended to Monday next, the 7th instant, 
at twelve o’clock, m. 

The House amended it by striking out all after 
the word ‘ to,’’ and inserting: 

Monday, August 7, at eight o’clock, a. m.: Provided, 


That no motion other than one to adjourn shall be taken by 
either House after the hour of four o’cloek, p. m., this day. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
RECIPROCITY TREATY. 
The message also announced that the House of 


Representatives had passed a bill to carry into | 


effect the treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain, signed on the 5th of June, 1854, 
in which they requested the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill was read twice by its title; and, 

On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider it as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

its object is to authorize the President of the 
United States, whenever he shall have sufficient 


evidence that the Imperial Parliament of Great | 
Britain, and the Provincial Parliaments of Canada, | 


New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Ed 


ward’s Island, shall have passed laws to give full | 


effect to the provisions of the treaty between the 


United States and Great Britain, signed 5th June, | 
1854, to issue a proclamation declaring that he | 
has such evidence, and thereupon, from the date | 
of his proclamation, the articles enumerated in | 
the treaty, being the growth and produce of Can- || 


ada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince 


Edward’s Island, shall be introduced into the | ‘ : : 
; | if her claim had been allowed while that act was | 


United States free of duty, so long as the treaty 
rémains in force, subject, however, to be sus- 
pended in relation to’ the trade of Canada on the 
conditions mentioned in the fourth article of the 
treaty, and all other conditions of the treaty. 

It also provides that, whenever the Province of 


same,’’ was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
the amendment was concurred in, and ordered to 
be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 
The bill was read a third time, and passed. 


ROBERT F. AND LOUISA M GUIRE. 


Corgmittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
House bill ** for the relief of Robert F. McGuire 
and Louisa, his wife, late Louisa Lamy.”’ 


OBE. August 4, 





from the Department of State recommending {hj 
bill; and it is impogtant that it should be passed ; 

Mr. TOOMBS. e onght to do somethi,. 
for the public, when we have been doing so myo; 
for private claimants. I hope the motion of the 
Senator will be agreed to. : 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


cee _ | in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to conside 
On motion by Mr. PETTIT, the Senate, as in . 


the bill. 
It provides that, in order to enable the Depar:. 


| ment of State to make the report mentioned in the 


It proposes to confirm their ude to a certain | 
tract of land in the State of Louisiana, containing | 


four hundred arpents, situate in and being a part 
of the * Baron de Bastrop grant,’’ being the same 


ect of August 16, 1842, at the commencement of 
every session of Congress, it shall be the duty 
of the respective ministers, consuls, commercig} 


| agents, and other officers of the United States jp 


tract to which McGuire and wife derived their | 


title from the conveyanceof A. Morehouse, dated 
April 17, 1809; but this grant is to be considered 


only as a relinquishment of title on the part of the | 
United States to the tract, and notto prejudice the | 


rights of third persons. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


CLERICAL FORCE IN THE LAND OFFICE. 
Mr. STUART, by unanimous consent, asked 


| and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 


**to enable the Secretary of the Interior to retain 
the present force in the General Land Office till | 


the next session of Congress;’’ which was read 


Whole. 
It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 


Interior to retain the temporary force now em- | 
|, ployed in the General Land Office until the next | 


session of the present Congress, to enable him to 
adapt the land system to the provisions of the 
|, graduation act of the present session. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, | 


|| and ordered to be engrossed, was read a third 
| ime, and passed. 


JULIA AIKEN. 


| ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Interior to pay to 
| Julia Aiken, the only child of William Yoo!l, who 
died in the naval service of the United States in 
the year 1801, on her sole and separate receipt, 


under the provisions of the act of March 3, 1837, 


in force. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third |; 


time, and passed. 
THOMAS AP CATESBY JONES. 


and for her sole use and control, the amount of 
| . . . | 
pension she would have been entitled to receive | 


New Foundland shall give its consenttothe terms! Mr. BUTLER. 
of thetreaty, and whenever the Legislature thereof, | House bill ‘* for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby 
and the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, pass || Jones, surety for a former postmaster at Norfolk, 
the necessary laws for that purpose, the enumer- | Virginia. ’’ It was unanimously agreed upon by 


ated articles may be introduced, free of duty, into |! the Committee on the Judiciary. It is an act of | 


the United States from that Province. 

Mr. PEARCE. It isnot my intention to inter- | 
pose any parliamentary objection to the passage 
of this bill, and still less is it my intention to | 


justice. 


am not willing that it ehall be passed without 
making it known publicly that neither the treaty, 
nor the bill consequent upon it, meets my appro- 


bation. I am utterly opposed to them, 1 wish |, postmaster as such, shall be declared satisfied, in 
that to be known. d | so far as the sureties, or either of them, are liable 
The bill was reported to the Senate without | thereon. It also provides that $2,500 heretofore 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a | paid by T. A. C. Jones, through his agent, on 

third time, and passed. | the judgment, shall be refunded. 
MATTHEW JACK. | 


Duncan Robertson, as sureties for Walter F. 
|| Jones, formerly postmaster at Norfolk, Virginia, 


twice, and considered as in Committee of the | 


On motion by Mr. SUMNER, the bill of the 
House for the relief of Julia Aiken was consid- | 


I ask the Senate to take’ up | 


The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as | 
|, in.Committee of the Whole, considered the bill. | 


| Pas i It provides that a certain judgment rendered in | 
argue against the provisions of the bill. But 1 || 1842, against Thomas Ap Catesby Jones and | 


|| for $4,387 09, on account of the defalcation of the | 


he bill was reported to the Senate without | 


foreign countries, to proeure and transmit to the 
Department authentic statistical accounts of such 
countries, and information as to ship-building 
shipping, navigation, seamen, tariffs of duties 
upon exports and imports, pilotage, port dues, and 
other like charges, harbor regulations, and all jaws 
and regulations relating to trade and commerce, 
and also as to improvements in the mechanica| 
arts, and in agriculture, and likewise in reference 
to all other subjects the Department may direct, 
The reports of the officers are to be made in such 
| manner and form and simeas the Department shai 
prescribe; and when the publication. of any such 
information shall be deemed to be of public utility, 
the Department may publish it as itmay deem bes, 
To enable the Department to reimburse the off- 
cers for expenses, they may necessarily incur, 
under its authority and instructions, the sum of 
$20,000 is to be appropriated annually, so long as 
the act shall remain in force; and it is made the 
duty of the Secretary of State, with the annual 
| report, to state.the particulars of the expenditures, 
/ and also to report the names of any of the officers 
| who have been remiss in their duty enjoined by 
the act. 
| The President of the United States is to cause 
to be prepared full and particular statements and 
tables, from the organization of the Government 
to the 3th of June, 1854, and of each year, and 
of each port, district, and State,as nearly as prac- 
ticable, of the imports and exports, (domestic 
and foreign,) quantity and value, whence imported 
or whither exported, the duties thereon when im- 
ported into the United States, what entered subject 
te drawback, debentures paid, goods warehouse, 
and the number and class of sailing, steam, and 
« all other vessels in foreign, coasting, river, lake, or 
casual trade, or in whaléor cod or mackerel fish- 
eries, the tonnage thereof, and of light-houses, 
and of the coast survey, and of seamen and boys 
in each kind of trade, and of marine hospitals and 
hospital money, and of the post offices and post 
roads, and of the improvement of rivers and har- 
bors and internal improvements, and of the ju- 
diciary, and of the public debt, direct taxes, and 
of the receipts and expenditures of each branch 
_of the Federal Government, and generally of the 
agricultural, mineral, and commercial resources 
of each of the United States; to be compiled in 
such mode, form and manner, as he shal! deem 
| expedient, and with such comparative statements, 
notes, and references, as may be proper to eluci- 
| date the same. The work is to be submitted to 
Congress as early as practicable. And to enable 
it to be prepared, the sum of $20,000 is appropri- 
| ated. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
| reading, read a third time, and passed. 
| 


BENJAMIN, METOY ER. 

On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, theSenate, as in 
| Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
| House bill for the relief of the legal heirs of Ben- 
| jamin Metoyer, which had been reported, without 


On motion by Mr, COOPER, the Senate, as in |, amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a || amendment, from the Committee on Private Land 


; eu : 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | ania ~hemeg 
STATISTICAL INFORMATION. 


House bitl for the relief of the heirs of Captain | 
Matthew Jack, deceased, whith had been reported || Mr. MALLORY. I move that the Senate take 
aims, || up for consideration the bill which I introduced a 


from the Committee on Revolutionary 
with an amendment. || week since, “to amend the act requiring foreign 
The object of the bill is to direct the Secretary | regulations of commerce to be laid annually before 
of the ‘Treasury to pay to the heirs of Captain | Congress,”’ approved the 16th of August, 1842, 
Jack, of the Pennsylvania line of The Continental || and for other purposes.’’ 
establishment in the revolutionary war one year’s Mr, TOOMBS. J] hope that bill will be taken 
extra pay of a captain, as promised by resolves | up. It is one which directs the Secretary of State 
of Congress, together with the interest on the | to gather valuable information which will be use- 
game. | ful to the country. 
The amendment of the committee, which was!) Mr. MALLORY. There ie a favorable report 


| Claims. 
| __ It proposes to authorize Benjamin Metoy: , of 
} Natchitoches parish, Louisiana, to enter for him- 
self and the other heirs of Benjamin Metoyer, 
| deceased, as near as may be by legal subdivisiors, 
one hundred and twenty-three and twelve one- 
|| hundredths acree of land, out of any public lands 
| belonging to the United States. 

No amendment being proposed, the bill w+s re- 
ported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 

CHARLES PAVIE. 


On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, the Senate, as in 





| 
| 
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use bill for the relief of the legal represent- 
of Charles Pavie. 


. -gposes to authorize the Commissioner of 
: seneral Land Office to correct the error in the 
:..epiption of the claim for land by Charles Pavie 
‘N 37 ) in the report of the register and receiver 


‘he land office at Ouachita, Louisiana, dated 
Taly 24, 1937, and confirmed by the act entitled 
« An act confirming certain land claims in Lou- 
sana,” approved July 6, 1842, and to have it 
jocated on the south or right side of Red river de- 
ecending, net exceeding the quantity claimed and 
confirmed ; but this is only to operate as a quit 
claim on the part of the United States. , 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


JOHN S. KING. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill from the House of Representatives, for the 
relief of John S. King, of Virginia, which directs 
the Secretary of the Interior to place on the pen- 
sion-roll the name of J. S. King, and cause to be 
paid to him the sum of eight dollars per month 
for and during the term of his natural life; to com- 
mence'from the Ist of January, 1853. 

John S. King was drafted and mustered into 
the service of the United States at Knoxville, 
Tennessee, in November, 1814; he served six 
months in Mobile and elsewhere, acting against 
the British naval forces; on his return home, and 
beore his discharge, he was seized with violent 
fever, and had to remain where he was attacked 
for some time; the disease settled into his limbs, 
and crippled him from that time to the present, 
and he is now totally disabled. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, was read 
a third time, and passed. 


HENRY S. SANFORD. 


On motion by Mr. JUNES, of Tennessee, the 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 
to consider Senate bill for the relief of Henry S. 
Sanford. 

{t authorizes the payment to H. S. Sanford, 
late acting chargé d’affaires of the United States 
at Paris, of $6,223 82, the amount of the difference 
between the salary received by him, as secretary 
of legation at Paris, from the 14th of May, 1853, 
to the 22d of January, 1854, and the salary of a 
chargé d’affaires for thasame period, together with 
the usual outfitof a chargé d’affaires. 


Mr. Sanford was appointed secretary of the | 


legation of the United States-at Paris on the 20th 





1812.” 

The object of the bill is to direct the Secretary 
of the Treasury to pay to the Governor of New 
York $11,929 45, being the balance due that State, 
arising out of issues of military stores to officers 
of the United Star&s Army, and volunteers, and 
militia in the service of the United States during 
the war with Great Britgin, declared in 1819. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I should like to hear the re 
port in this case read, 

Mr. FISH. The case was so perfectly clear 
that the committee did not think it necessary to 
make a @ritten report. During the war of 1812, 
there was a property account between the United 
States and the State of New York. The ‘credit 
of the Stateof New York at that time was better 
than that of the Federal Government. Military 
stores were advanced by New York, and drawn 
by the United States for the use of the troops 
The account has been adjusted on different occa- 
sions, and all but finally signed; but on two dif. 
erent occasions, by the death of one agent or 
another, the actual signature was delay@d. It has 
gone through examination, gud there is a commu- 
nication from the Auditor’s office to the commit- 
tee, certifying to the correctness of the bill. 

“he bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, read a third time, and passed. 


August, 1849. From the 14th day of May, 1853, | 


to the 22d day of January, 1854, a period of eight 
months and eight days, he was left in charge of 
the legation as acting chargé d'affaires ad interim. 
During that period he was allowed clerk hire. In 
several instances, when secretaries of legation at 


Paris have been left as chargé d’affaires, Congress | 


have allowed them outfits, though it is not a mat- 
ter of course to. make such allowance. 
the importance of the mission to Paris, the neces- 
sary increase of expenses incident to the change 
from the position of secretary of legation to that 
of chargé d’affaires, and in accordance with the 


In view of | 


general current of precedents in relation to diplo- | 


matic agents of the United States at that court, the 
committee are of opinion that the petitioner’s claim 
for an outfit and the difference in salary between 
a secretary of legation and chargé d’affaires is 
reasonable, and should be allowed. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on 


Foreign Relations, and was subsequently recom- | 


mitted and reported back from that committee with 
an amendment to add to the bill: 


And for necessary clerk hire paid by him, while secre- 
tary of legation at Paris, the further sum of $1,170 63. 


The amendment was agreed to; the bill was re- 


ported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- | 


ment was concurred in. The bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, was read a third 
time, and passed. 


PROPERTY ACCOUNTS WITH NEW YORK. 


On motion by. Mr. FISH, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the 


bill from the House of Representatives authoriz- 


hole, proceeded to consider the | 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills : 

An act to repeal the first proviso of the fourth 
section of the act entitled **An act gganting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers Who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United 
States,’’ approved September 28, 1850; 

An act for the relief of Rosalie Caxillo; and 

An act declaring the southern boundary of New 
Mexico. 

The Present pro tempore signed these bills. 


SMITH, GREENE, AND FARNSWORTH. 

The bill for the relief of Elliot Smith, William 
C. Greene, and Nathan Farnsworth, was read a 
second time, and, on motion by Mr. Mauzory the 
Senate proceeded to consider it as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Jt proposes to direct the Secretary of War to 
pay Smith, Greene, and Farnsworth, such sums 
as he may find them justly entitled to receive, for 
their losses and services in saving the United 
States troops and stores from the ship Charles 
Wharton, when stranded upon the bar at Tampa 
bay, in a severe gale, in December, 1837. 

The ship Charles Wharton was chartered by 

| the United States for the purpose of transporting 
nearly three hundred volunteer troops, with arms, 
provisions, baggage, and a quantity of sauer kraut, 
from Philadelphia to Tampa Bay. 
voyage, and so laden, about the 20th of Decem- 
ber, 1837, she grounded on a shoal near the en- 


trance of Tampa Bay, and was found in a very | 


| perilous condition by the petitioners, who imme- 
diatély went to the aid of the vessel, and at great 
risk, and with much labor, aided and assisted in 
saving the troops, the guns, ammunition, and pri- 
vate property of the officers. To enable him to 
take on board of his vessel a portion of the troops, 
Captain Smith, one of the petitioners, threw over- 


board a part of his own cargo, consisting of bar- | 


rels of bread. One hundred and thirty of the 
troops were taken on board the Coasting Trader, 


and the cargo of the said ship was taken on board | 


the schgoner B. D. Jackson, and all were subse- 
peeks at over to the custody of officers of 
| the United States, on a requisition of the com- 
manding officer of the volunteers. The petition- 


ers, for all these services and sacrifices, have re- | 


, ceived no compensation whatever. 

The claim has been before Congress since 1840, 
and several favorable, and one adverse, reports 
have been made upon its merits. The adverse 
report fully admits that the facts, as etated, are 
sustained by Captain Rogers, of the ship Charles 
Wharton; Captain Gatewood, of the United States 
cutter Jackson, and by Captain Evans, of the vol- 

_unteers, who were on board at the time, and per- 
sonally cognizant of the facts about which they 


ing the payment of the balance of the property , testify. But the committee thought that testi- 18 of 
accounts between the United States and the State || mony, although entirely credilie upon its face, 4 of the said Captain Thonme Porttr.’’ 
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ee of the Whole, proceeded to consider || of New York, for military stores in the war of 


While on the | 
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WAS inconsistent with the reports of the quarter- 


master general and surgeon general, the latter of 
whom was in command of the troops on board the 
ship, and says, in his report, that the men were 
all taken off by the schooner Rubicon, and the 
sloop Washineton. The report says, **[t is ex- 
ceedingly difficult to reconcile this conflicting tes- 
timony,’’ but comes to the conclusion that the 
testimony of the commander of the troops ought 
to prevail. This report was made in 1845 

In June, 1850, General Lawson, afler stating 
the circumstances which led to the error in his 
previous report, says: ** Having been made satis- 
fied by Lieutenant Peters, that the vessel which 
took the troops from the wreck to the cutter, in- 
side the bay, was the Coasting Trader, I take 
pleasure in recommending that the services of 
Captain Smith, the master, be suitably reward- 
ed.’? As this statement removes all doubt as to 
the performance of the service, the committee re- 
port the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate« without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


CAPTAIN THOMAS PORTER. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa. The Committee on Pen- 
sions have directed me to report back, with an 
amendment, House bill to provide a pension for 
Captain Thomas Porter, and to recommend its 
passage. I ask that it may now be considered. 

There being no, objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill as in Committee of the Whole. 

It provides that the name of the petitioner be 
placed upon the pension rolls of invalid pension- 
ers, at the rate of twenty dollars per month, from 
March, 1831, taking from such amount the sum 
or sums as have heretofore been paid to him by 
| way of pension. 

Thomas Porter entered the service in Captain 
A. McClelland’s troop-of light volunteer dra- 
goons, in October, 1812; continued in service for 
one year, and was severely wounded at the 
battle of Missinoway, on the 19th December, 
1812. His horse was killed in that battle. Par- 
tially recovering from the wound, he joined his 
troop in the following spring, and marched to 
Fort Meigs; was in the first siege of the fort, at 
which place he was slightly wounded by a cannon 
ball, the same killing a second horse for him while 
in the attitude of mounting. He continued im the 
service till the close of the campaign, partaking in 
all the engagements of his squadron, and termina- 
ting with the battle of the Thames, after which he 
was discharged. Shortly after leaving the volun- 
teer service he received, without solicitation on bis 
part, the appointment of ensign in the sixteenth 
regiment United States infantry; and soon there- 
after, without solicitation, the additional appoint- 
ment from President Monroe of assistant deputy 
| quartermaster general, with orders to repair to 
\ darlisle, in the State of Pennsylvania. He ac- 
cepted the appointment, and promptly repaired to 
the post assigned him, and there cOntinued in the 
full discharge of his duties until peace was made. 
In the winter of 1814 and 1815 he felt serious in- 
convenience from the wounds he had previously 
received, and was confined to his bed for some 
weeks in consequence thereof. From the month 
of October, 1819; in consequence of those wounds, 
he has been confined to his bed, his crutches, and 
his staff. His sufferings have been great, beyond 
the power of language to express. The greater 
part of the thigh bone below where the ball passed 
has been extracted, and has left great inflamma- 
tion, and a constant running sore. The Army 
surgeons testify to the disability, and believe that 
it was brought on by severe service and exposure 
in the winter of 1814 and 1815. The muster-roll 
has a note, showing that Captain Porter had his 
horse killed at Fort Meigs, his saddle, holsters, 
and pistols torn to pieces, and that he immediately 
supplied himself with another horse. And there 
is abundant testimony going to show that Captain 
| Porter served his country gallantly and faithfully 
in every position in which he was placed; that in 
so doing he has received wounds which make him 
an invalid for Jife; that he ia poor and needy; that 
the countfy owes him a debt of gratitude, and 
ought to pay it liberally and promptly. 
| The amendment of the committee was to add to 
the bill: ‘* And the amotint found due, under the 

provisions of this act, shall be paid to the children 
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The amendment was agreed to; and the bill was 
reported to the Senate, as amended. The amend- 
ment was concurred in, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, and the bill to be read a third time. The 
bill, as amended, was read a third time, and 
passed, 


_to be amended in some way, sv as to except that 
from the ** general appropriation bills’? mentioned 
in his resolution. 

Mr. PRATT. The resolution, in referring to 
the appropriation bills, speaks of those for the 
support of the Government. That is sufficient. 

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, 1 think this is a 


ANDREWS 8S REPORT. 
measure of too much importance to be passed with 


Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That there be printed, forthe use of the Sen- 
ate, five thousand additional copies of the report of Israel 
D. Andrews, Senate Executive document No. 112, first 
session Thirty Second Congress. 


NAVAL AND MAIL STEAMER APPROPRIA- 
TION BILLS. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had agreed to the report 
of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses, on the bill making ap- 

ropriations for the naval service for the year end- | 
ing the 30th of June, 1855. 

Also, that the House of Representatives had | 
insisted on their disagreement to the amendment | 
of the Senate to the bill making eres for | perhaps, depend on the fate which the river and 
the transportation of the United States mail by | harbor bill that has just passed the two Houses 
ocean steamers and otherwise, during the fiscal || may share at the hands of the Executive. If that 
year ending the 30th of June, 1855, had agreed to be rejected, we shall probably know upon what 


to it at this period of the session. 
idea by any means. It has been insisted upon by 
the opponents of river and harbor improvements 
for sume ten or fifteen years at least. We have 


presented to the Senate; but we know that the 
honorable chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce (Mr. Hamuin}*has always been in favor of 


has been made. The Senate committee, 
at one session, reported a batch of bills separately ; 
but we fpgand, in practice, that it would not work 
atall. [do not say what! would do, or what 
vote | would give on such a proposition, at an- 
other session, at a different time. 


the conference asked by the Senate on the dis- || grounds itis rejected, and then it will be the proper | 


agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and | ume, at the next seesion of Congress, to consider 
had appointed Mr. Houston, of Alabama; Mr. || the subject, and see whether this is the best and 
Monraan, of New York; and Mr. Powe t, of || only practicable mode of getting appropriations 
Virginia, managers at the same on their part. for these objects. 

SEPARATION OF MONEY BILLS. Now, | uodertake to state that, unless ina few 


On motion by Mr. PRATT, theSenate proceeded || !8tances, Agga matter of personal favor, appro- 
to consider the following resolution, submitted by || priations for Beparate objects cannot be obtained. 
him on Wednesday last: | 1 put it to the honorable Senator from Maryland 

Resolved, That hereafter ihe Senate will not receive or | whether, when there we such a formidable oppo- 
consider any bill or proposition, other than the general ap- || 8/tton to the system entirely or toany extent, lim- 
propriation bills for the support of the Government, which | 
appropriates money for more than one object. 

Mr. HUNTER. Ido not know how far that 
resolution might go. I perceive that it applies to er ; 
bills other than the general appropriation bills. _|| proposition which is presented; and unless there 

Mr. PRATT. Yes, sir. || 18 some peculiar aspect in the case, there is always 

Mr.BELL. I wish the honorable Senator from || difficulty in getting an appropriation through. 1 
Maryland would explain his object in proposing | will name one case where I never found any for- 
this resolution. : || midable opposition in the Senate to any appropri- 

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, a few days ago | ation. Attwo Congresses in succession, the Sen- 
we had before us a bill making appropriations for | ate agreed, by a nearly unanimous vote, to make 
various objects of internal improvement; and be- | a specific and separate appropriation for the re- 
cause that bill combined various appropriations, |, pair of the Cumberland dam, in the Ohio river. 
the charge was perhaps very correctly made against Mr. ATCHISON. The removal. 
it, that there were many appropriations in it for Mr. BELL. No, sir, not the removal, but the 
which a majority of the Senate would not have | repair. I introduced one of the bills myself, and 
voted, if they had not been connected with the res- || they never were for the removal of the dam, but 


| dozen objects of this kind to get through at any 
one session of Congress? The opposition to these 
improvements is formidable, and meets every 


idue. The rule which | have offered will explain || for its repair. The Senate passed a bill making 
its own a pa It is, that after this session, the || an appropriation for that object at two succes- 
Senate will not receive or consider any bill or prop- || sive Congresses, but it never was taken from 


the Speaker’s table in the other House. The 
favor which that proposition had in the Senate 
_was founded solely on the consideration that the 
Government had contributed to interpose that ob- 
struction to commerce in the Ohio river. They 


osition which appropriates money to more than one 
object, except the ordinary appropriation bills for 
the support of the Government. This would re- 
move all the difficulty in which we were placed the 
other day; and whenever an object was meritorious 
in itself, the friends of that object would have no || supposed, not that it stood on any better consti- 
difficulty in having it passed by the Senate, and || tutional ground than others, but on the higher 
the other branch of the National Legislature; and || grounds of justice and expediency. 
another object not meritorious in itself could not || . Sir, you may make as many propositions as 
be passed by having it connected with those which || you please, and if there were only three or four, 
were meritorious. I ask for the yeas and nays | so long as there isa formidable minority opposing 
upon the adoption of the resolution which I have ] appropriations of this description, on any ground 
pragee . whatever, you can never make this system work. 
he yeas and nays were ordered. | [have stated repeatedly in debate here during the 
Mr. TOOMBS. I[am very much in favor of the || last few years, that if the minority, who are op- 
resolution proposed by my friend from Maryland. || posed to the policy of making appropriations for 
I think it will remove very many of thegreat evils || rivers and harbors, would acquiesce in what seems 
and bad tendencies of the system to which he has || to be the general and settled sentiment Of a major- 
referred; and if that system is to continue, [ think || ity of the people of the country, and contribute 
this will put it upon a basis which will relieve it || their aid, instead of throwing objections to the 
from very many of the bad consequences which || passage of separate and distinct bills for each ob- 
might otherwise result from it. I trust, therefore, || ject, we might have a system which would be free 
the Senate will adopt the rule which the honorable | from the objections that all have felt to exist to the 
Senator has proposed. ‘| present plan. But as long as that opposition 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I rise to express my || continues, 1 think the proposition of the Senator 
approbation of the rule proposed by the Senator || from Maryland would be fatal to any appropri- 
from Maryland. It is one in favor of which I || ations being hereafter made for these objects. 1 
have long been. 1 think it is very necessary; but || know honorable Senators, who acquire great per- 
I wish to call the atterition of the Senator from || sonal favor, may, on the score of personal consid- 
Maryland to one fact, and that is, that the river erations, get separate bills through for their States. 
and harbor bill in the House of Representatives || The honorable Senator from North Carolina had 
has been decided to be a general sprrepriniian || the address to get a pretty nearly unanimous con- 


bill. I apprehend, therefore, his resolution ought || currence of the Senate in favor of a measure for 











That might, | 


ited or unlimited, it will be possible any half | 


the little consideration which we are able to give | 
Itis not a new | 


not recently, till now, had the specific proposition | 
|| it le over until the next session, until we 





. ~ 
his State. Such measures as those may suc, 
but it will only be by that sort of influence bee 
brought to bear. The question is, whether the 
is any better or more commendable reason y = 
which to make these appropriations than = 
other? I do rotmean the ground of that obstry. 
tion having been placed there by the Governmer, 
but as a matter of personal favor, if that was ih 
case in regard to that appropriation; I do not kno . 
that it was. | was not aware, however, den 
stood on any distinct grounds. All I ask of th 
Senator from Maryland is, to let this matter is 
over. I should not like, at this time, t - 


against his resolution. I think he had better ie 


CAN sep 


| on what ground we can stand in reference to these 


|| appropriations. 
such a measure; aud many of the friends of the | 
river and harbor bills have been quite willing to | 
agree to it, if it were practicable. The experiment | 
believe, | 





} 


Mr. PETTIT. I really hope the Senator yi 
consent to let this resolution lie over. There gr 
a few House bills, confirming private land claim; 
which I desire very much to have passed. |} 

| the Senator will consent to the postponement of 

his resolution. There can certainly be no necgs. 
sity for urging it now. The next session will go. 
swer quite as well. 1 make the appeal to him y 
allow it to lie over. 

Mr. PRATT. IThaveno doubt, Mr. Presiden, 
that if we sat here until this day twelve months 

_ there would be a few more bills to pass. If this 
resolution be discussed now, it will have one be. 
eficial result. It will prevent the passage of bills 
appropriating money out of the Tiers, LO the 
reading of which no one listens, and whieh mw 
one, except the Senator who moves to take it up 
knows a wordabout. We have passed forty 
fifty bills this morning, in regard to which no om 

_but the Senator who moved to take éach bill y 
knew anything at all. I think, therefore, thy 

_ the discussion of this measure will be a more jy. 


|, nocent amusement than the passage of bills with. 


out their being understoed. 

In answer to the honorable Senator from Tep. 
nessee, I beg to say to him that I never imagined, 
when I offered this resolution, nor did | advocate 
it as containing any new idea, as he supposes. | 
, Never supposed that it had not stnesdl-iane the 
imagination of everybody who had had legislative 
| experience, that this was an*evil which it was 
| greatly to be desired should be remedied. Any 
one who has had any legislative experience wi 
admit that. It was not, therefore, offered as a ney 
idea, but as one which must have presented itse/ 
to the mind of évery legislator. 1 do not desix 
to prolong the discussion, although 1 think i 
_ would perhaps be the best thing we could do; bu 
as the yeas and nays have been ordered, I ask fo; 
| the vote upon the resolution. 

Mr. PETTIT. I shall be satisfied if we ca 
take the vote. > 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, we have ber 
| here now twenty-six hours, with the exception 0! 
| only three hours for sleep, and I am sure that wv: 
| have served our country faithfully for this day, 
_and for the previous day, and that it is unjust to 
| ourselves, dangerous to our health, and unsafe for 
the public, that we should now take up any new 
and great question like this; for it is a question, 
speak of it as we may, that involves a radic# 
| change in the policy of legislation upon a very 
| great interest—upon an absorbing interest. We 
/are not prepared to examine it with the car 
| which it requires. Weought not to decide it care 
lessly. Weare soon to meet again. If we shal 
| adopt the resolution, it can have no application \ 
| the present session; for we have no more suti 
_ business now-to do. If it had been adopted a 
| the beginning of the session, we should have hei 
| the benefit of it, if there is any benefit to be de 
_rived from it; but now we shall derive none. | 
/am sure it would be wisest to postpone it. | 
| therefore, concurring with gentlemen around me, 
| move that the further consideration of the res0- 
| lution be postponed until next December. 
Mr. CASS. If this proposition applied to ! 
| general appropriation bills, in which I mean to in- 
clude river and harbor bills, | should be inclined 
to treat it with more favor. 


‘selves; but I do not see that the objection made 


| to the consideration of river and harbor objects 


| If T understand 


in one bill applies more in respect to that bill thas 


to a civil and diplomatic bill, or a fortification bil, 
or any other appropriation bill. - 


I think that all pri- | 
| vate claims may very well be considered by them: | © 


Senator from Maryland, be 
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thinks you cannot consider subjects properly if 
‘here be more than one in the same bill. Let me 
oaks how do you consider a fortification bill, when 
there are twelve, or fifteen, or fifty objects em- 
braced in it? How do you consider a civil and 
i olomatic bill, in which you have one hundred, 
a: it may be, five hundred, different objects? If 
oan go on and assume the principle that you can- 
not fairly enter into the investigation of a subject, 
unless it be in a particular bill, and on that ground 
exclude the river and harbor bill, it may as well 
be applied to every other appropriation bill. 
Now, a8 a practical measure, Mr. President, 
you and | know, and every Senator knows, that || 
one hundred and fifty bills for one hundred and 
fifty local objects could not pass this, or any Con- 
eress. It is impossible, in the nature of things. 


| may say the same of the civil und diplomatic || of great importance to the country. 


pills. If you were to separate them into separate 
and distinet items, you never would get them 
through. There should be discussion allowed, of 
course, and the subjects embraced in the bill 
should have some general relation to each other. 
The objects embraced in a river and harbor bill 


have, or ought to have, the same relation to each || 
other as the items of a civil and diplomatic bill; |) 


and every objection which applies to the one ap- 
lies to the other. Therefore, if the resolution is 
meant to apply so as to exclude the river and har- 
bor bill alone, | shall oppose it. 

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, 1 was entirely 
misunderstood. I certainly never supposed or 


intimated, that because eight or a dozen or a hun- || 


|| the appropriations for the insignificant and im- 
|| proper ones. 

_ Sur, oceupying the position which I do in rela- 
| ton to the subject of internal improvements, 
believing them to be entirely within the constitu- 
uuonal power of this Government, the sole ques- 
| tion, as a legislator, which presents itself to me 
| in one of these bills combining all these objects, 
|| 8, whether the appropriation, from the public | 
| Treasury to objects of national importance, objects 
| really useful to the country, and promotive of the 
|| public interest, will do more good than the coun- 
| try will be injured by the expenditure for objects 
not national and not important. You had, for 
example, in the river a harbor bill, an appro- 
priation of $1,000,000 to improve the Mississippi, 
and you had other appropriations in it which were 
According to 
my humble judgment, then and now, the country 
would be benefited more by the appropriation of 
those sums of money for those national objects 
than it would be injured by the improper appro- 
priation for other objects which weregncluded in 
it; and, therefore, | favored that bill, though | 
would greatly prefer to vote for the proper objects 
disconnected from those which were not proper, 
and which should not have been placed in the 


}| bill. 


| Again, sir, the great benefit of this rule will be 
| that, no matter who may be President, if youcan | 
| pass your bill granting an appropriation for a work 
of this sort, you can have it signed by the Presi- || 





dred propositions were embraced in one bill, they 
could not be considered and understood by the 
Senate. That is not the objection; but the objec- 
tion is, that, although considered and understood, 
Senators are not enabled to vete for those which 
they approve, and vote against those which they 
disapprove. | 

Mr. CASS. Y6u may say the same of the 
civil and diplomatic bill, 

Mr. PRATT. 1am willing to apply it to any 
bill. The reason why I made an exception of 
ordinary appropriation bills is, that they are bills 
for the support of the Government, in which there 
is no individual or sectional interest which will 
produce like feelings and like results, as bills to 
which this resolution is intended to refer. The 
general appropriation bills, too, are to carry out 
existing laws. Here is your War Department, 





your Navy Department, or any one of the eer 1) 


ments of the Goyernment, with a number of clerks 
employed; and the amoynt to be paid them is fixed 
by law. An appropriation bill is to carry on the 
machinery of Government. There is no reason, 
therefore, that you should have a separate bill for 
each of those appropriations, to pay $1,000 to 
A,a clerk, and $1,000 to B,a clerk. There is 
no reason for putting such items in separate bills; 
but when, as in the bill which was before us a 
few days ago, we have presented in the same bill 
an appropriation of $100,000 to clear out a river 
in Virginia, and $100,000 to make a harbor on the 
lakes in New York, we, though able to decide as 
to their propriety, cannot vote against them with- 
out voting, also, against great objects which our 
judgments approve of. 


In the bill which was before us a few days ago || 


there was an appropriation for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Mississippi river. Sup- 
pose this rule should be adopted; is there a Sena- 
tor who hears me who does not know that there 
could be no successful opposition to a separate 
bill appropriating any necessary sum of money 
for the improvement of the Mississippi? In the 
same bill there was an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the harbor of Baltimore, an appro- 
priation, the expenditure of which would, in a 
single year, save to the Government more than 
treblethe amount. If that proposition was brought 
up separately, there is no Senator who can suppose 
it would meet with opposition. 

_The opposition in feeling and judgment to these 
bills, on the part of members of this body and the 
country at large, grows out of the fact, not, as my 
honorable friend says, that the bill cannot be consid- 
ered; that is not the objection; but the objection 
is, that, although you do consider it, and although 
you disapprove of this and the other item, yet you 
are obliged to vote for an item of which you dis- 
approve, or else lose appropriations for large 
national objects which are of more importance to 
the Government than would be the loss of any of 


dent, and you will not have a proper appropria- 

| tion vetoed because the same bill connects with it 

| a matter which is not national, and which no man 

| would vote for if it stood by itself. I honestly 

| believe that the rule which I havehad the honor 

| to present, is one which would b@ highly benefi- 

cial to the legislation of the country, and one 

which, if we adopt it, | am sure will meet with 

| the approval of the constituency of every Senator 

on this floor. 

| Mr. PEARCE. There is a necessity for an 
Executive session arising out of business which 

| must be transacted, and ought to be done now, if 

atall. I move, therefore, to lay aside the resolu- 

tion of my colleague, for the purpose of proceed- 

| ing to the consideration of Executive business. 
The motion was agreed to. 

REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 
Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on 

| Commerce, to whom was referred the petition of 

James H. Smith and Charles Stevens, reported a 


bill for their relief; which was read, and passed to 
a second reading. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BENJAMIN asked and obtained leave to 
| introduce a bill for the relief of the heirs and | 
| legal representatives of Pierre Cazelau, deceased ; 
| which was read a first and second time by its title, | 
| and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 
| PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was 


Ordered, That William A. Cameron have leave to with- 
| draw his petition and papers. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. PEARCE, the. Senate pro- > 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened. 

MAIL STEAMER APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STUART. The committee of conference 
| on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 





| bill making appropriations for the transportation || 
|| of the United States mail in ocean steamers, and 


| otherwise, during the fiscal year ending June 

| 30th, 1855, have instructed me to report that they 

| have met the conferees on the part of the House, 

| and, after full and free conference, have been 

| unable to agree; and therefore ask for another 

| committee of conference. 

|. Mr. PRATT. I should like to hear the par- 

| ticulars. What are the points of difference? 

| Mr.STUART. There was only one amend- 

| ment made to the bill by the Senate, and that was 

| to strike out of the first section the provision 

|, respecting notice to the Collins line of steemers. 

| | move that another committee of conference be | 
appointed. 


| Mr. PRATT. 


I move that the Senate recede 


j 
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1) 


from that amendment; ard on that question | ask 


| for the yeas and nays. 


Mr. STUART. 
order? 

Mr.HUNTER. A motion to recede takes pre- 
cedence, because that settles the question. All 
those motions which settle the question take pre- 
cedence of others which delay it. A motion to 
recede or insist has precedence of a motion for 
another conference. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Weer.) 


Is not my motion first in 


| The question will be on receding from the amend- 


ment indicated by the Senator from Michigan. 
Mr. JAMES. Is that the firat question in 
order? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 


derstands that the committee of conference have 


| been unable to agree, in consequence of a portion 


of this bill which the Senate amended. The 
amendment of the Senate was to strike out these 
words: 

** And that the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed, 
immediately after the 3ist day of December, 1854, to give 
the notice provided by the first section of the act entitied 
‘ An act to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1852,’ approved 
the 2} st day of July, 1852, to terminate the arrangement for 
the additional allowance for the transportation of the Uni 
ted States mail between New York and Liverpool, in the 


| Collins line of steamers, as therein provided.” 


The question is on the motion of the Senator 
from Maryland, that the Senate recede from that 
amendment; and on this question he asks for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I trust the 


| Senate will not recede from this amendment, be- 


cause | think it involves a question of good faith. 
There is no hazard in insisting in this case, unless 
it is the determination of the Senate to recede from 
everything. Hereis an appropriation bill, and in 
that bill the House have determined to legislate. 
The Senate, by their vote, have stricken out the 
provision as to legislation. Well, sir, | would 
rather see the bill fail than recede. In the first 
place, the attempt is to force us into receding from 
an amendment which strikes out legislation from 
a mere appropriation bill. It is not a case where 


' any extreme injury can be done, even if the bill 


be lost; and { would rather see the bill lost than 
see a provision adopted by Congress such as has 
been inserted by the House, which, in my judg- 
ment, violates the faith of Congress. I do not put 
it on the ground of contract, but I put it on the 
ground of the good faith of Congress under the 


| law of 1852; and I do not think any gentleman 


can escape from the fair construction of the provi- 
sions of that law. 

What was the state of facts under which the 
law was passed? You had chosen deliberately 
to adopt the policy which had previously been 
adopted by England, of endeavoring to establish 
a set of steamers which could be used for naval pur- 
poses. in the event of war, and which could be used 
in postal communication in time of peace. Under 
that policy these parties went on and made a con- 
tract with you, and built a set of steamers which 
were accepted by your own officers; steamers, f 


' say, whgse subsequent performance has justified 


that acceptance—steamers unequaled by any of 
your national marine. You cannot point out to 
me any steamer which you have that has not been 
far more liable to cost ip repairs, or which has 
been half so effective, as any one of these steamers. 
Under these circumstances, two sessions of 
Congress ago, the parties who had entered into 
this contract came forward and stated to — the 
facts that they were unable to carry out the con- 
tract, except with increased allowance. The fact 
‘was shown that the British Government had in- 
creased the allowance to their line. The fact was 
shown that their expenditures were large, and 
' were much more than what they received. What 
was the action of Congrese? They seid the “ post- 
ages which we receive were not sufficient to re- 
munerate us for the outlay; but it is contended 
that they will increase, and we will give you two 
years within which to vindicate the assertion that 
the subsequent increase of postages will make this 
appropriation less onerous for the nation; and if, 
after the lapse of those two years, that state of 
facts shall not exist, then Congress shall have the 
option of declaring whether they wil! put an end 
to this contract on six months’ notice.” Now 
sir, the attempt iv, before the two years have 
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expired, to anticipate, by the action of Congress, 
that period of ume which the faith of the country 
requires should be permitted to elapse before the 
notice be given. I consider thatit is a breach of 
faith on the part of Congress to pass the provision 
at thia time; and that if a great necessity should 
exist at the next session to pass it, you can give 
notices, if you please, and pass the bill on the 31st 
of December next, and there can be no great loss 
to the country. Itis at least a question where it 
is very doubtful whether the faith of Congress 1s 
not involved; and surely you wuld not now haz- 
ard a question of that kind merely to anticipate 
the period of notice. I submit that on no prin- 
ciple of good faith, and on fio principle of public 
necessity, 19 this legislation required in this ap- 
propriation bill; and there can be no public evil 
arising from the Senate insisting upon their 
amendment. I hope the Senate will insist and 
adhere, if necessary, even though they may choose | 
at the next session to pass a law authorizing a 

similar notice. 

Mr. SEWARD. When this question was up 
yesterday, or rather this morning, about three 
o'clock, the Senate was very thin. I proposed at 
that time to go somewhat at large into the question; 
but to prevent an abuse of the patience of mem- 
bers who had been here so long, I refrained. As | 
the Senate is now reconvened, after having been | 
refreshed, | will submit the argument which | 
omitted to do then. In the first place, I ask the 
attention of the Senate to a letter from Mr. Col- 
lings, the agent of the Collins line of steamers, to 
the Postmaster General, dated 2eth Jariuary last, 
in reply to a letter which had been addressed to 
him by the Postmaster General. 

Mr. Sewarv proceeded to read the letter; but 
before he had proceeded far, he gave way, andthe | 
following business was transacted. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. MORTON, from the committee of confer- | 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses | 
on the bill making appropriations for the service | 
of the Post Office Department during the fiscal | 
year ending the 30th of June, 1855, reported: 


That the House agrees to recede from its disagreement to 
the secoad amendment of the Senate, and concur with the 
Senate in its third amendment, with the following amend- 
ment thereto: 

Surike out of said amendment these words: ‘¢ The said 
allowance to commence with the fiscal year beginning July | 
1, 1853, and to be computed forthe first year from the ascer- | 
tained weight for the month of January, 1854,” and insert 


in liew thereof the following: ‘* This allowance to com- |! 


mence with the passage of this act, and to continue forone | 
year only, and to be computed from the ascertained weight 
for the month of January, 1854,”’ 

The Senate agrees to recede from its fourth and fifth 
ainendinents. 


The second amendment of the Senate was to 
insert the following additional section: 


Seo. 4. And be it further enacted, That there be allowed | 
and paid to the Postmaster of Wasbington city, District of | 
Columbia, out of any money in thé Treasury not other 
wise appropriated, a commission of one mill per pound | 
upon the aggregate weight of public documents printed by | 
order of Congress, and deposited in the officeaft said post. | 
master to be mailed; the said allowance to commence | 


_ with the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1853, and to be com- | 


puted for the first year for the ascertained weight for the | 
month of January, 1854. And that the said postmaster be | 
required to pay out of the said commissions to the clerks | 
and other employees of his office, a sum not exceeding 
$250 each, per annum, as compensation for the extra labor | 
performed by them in the assortment and mailing of said 
documents; and that he be required to account for, and | 


settie with, the Post Office Department, for the disburse- |! 


ment of these commissions, and any surplus that may re- 
main, in the same manner as is now required in the settle 
ment of his other accounts. 


2 : ‘ | 
The House had disagreed to this amendment, | 
but they recede from this disagreement on the | 
amendment proposed by the committee of con- | 
ference being made. 
The fourth and fifth amendments, from which | 
the Senate recede, were to insert: ; 
Src. —. ind he it further enacted, That the surviving | 
late Vier President of the United States shall have, during 
his life, the same authority to frank letters, and other mail 
matter, which he possessed while in office. And the same 


authority shal! belong to future Vice Presidents after they 
go out of office. 

Sno. —. nd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to Crans- 
ton Lowrie & reasonable compensation for performing the 
duties of two desks in the Post Office Department, not to 
exceed half pay of a clerk for the time he was so employed. 


The report was concurred in. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message was received from the House of Rep- 


i 
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resentatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- | 


houncing that they hed agreed to the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill for the relief of Henry 
Lewis, of Clinton county, Indiana. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Secre- 
tary, announcing that he had this day approved 
ind aa the following acts: ~ 

An act to incorporate the Pioneer Manufactur- 
ing Company of Georgetown, District of Colum- 
bia; and 


BE. August 4, 


|| good health, and served in the company aceording 


An act to change the name of the American-built | 


brig Glamorgan to that of Wizard. 


{| RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


|| of invalid pensioners, at the rate of eight do| 


by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, announced that the | 
Speaker of the House had signed the enrolled act | 


making appropriations for the repair, preservation, 
and completion of certain public works heretofore 
commenggd under the authority of law; which 
was thereupon signed by the Presipent pro tem- 
pore. 

WILLIAM CURRAN. 


On motion by Mr. PETTIT, the Senate, as in 


Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 


House bill for the relief of William Curran. 
It provides that the assignment, bearing date 
_ April 25, 1851, from Thomas Myers to William 
Curran, of bounty land warrant No. 407, for one 


', hundred and sixty acres of land, dated February 
7, 1851, and issued to Thomas Myers, private and || 
corporal in Captain Skinner’s company, Colonel | 
Mills’s regiment of New York volunteers, war of | 


1812, be confrmed and deciared effectual to trans- 
fer the warrant to Curran, and to vest in him the 
title thereto from the date of the assignment; and 
this act is to be good and sufficient evidence of the 
assignment, as having been duly made in all 
courts and places whatever. 

It appears by the petition and papers of Wil- 
liam Curran, that on the 7th of February, 1851, 
a bounty land warrant of that date was duly is- 
sued, under the act of Congress of September 28, 


1850, to Thomas Myers, who was a private and || 


a corporal in Captain Skinner’s company, Colo- 
nel Mills’s regiment of the New York volunteers, 


in the war of 1812, for one hundred and sixty | 
j acres of land, which warrant was number four | 


hundred and seven. On the 25th of April, 1851, 
and before the passage of the act of Congress 
making land warrants assignable, Thomas Myers 


sold the warrant to the petitioner for $200, which | 


was duly paid; and thereupon the said Myers 
duly executed, under his hand and seal, and deliv- 
ered to the petitioner, an assignment bearing date 
the 25th of April, 1851—that being the day of its 
execution—with a power and authority contained 
in the assignment to said petitioner to locate the 
warrant on any public land, according to law, in 
the name of Thomas Myers; and the assignment 
also contained an agreement on the part of Myers 
, that he would convey to the petitioner, by deed, 
| the lands on which the warrant should be located, 
upon their wer | patented to him, After the as- 
signment, and about the time of the passage of the 


|, act of Congress making land warrants assignable, 


| which was the 22d of March, 1852, Thomas 
Myers died intestate, leaving no estate, or, at 
most, but very little, and that no letters of admin- 
istration have been granted in his case. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


| ENOCH S. MORE. 
| On motion by Mr. PETTIT, the Sehate, as in 


| 
| 
} 


Committee of the Whole, considered House bill 
for the relief of Enoch S. More. 

It seems that the rolls of Captain Abraham 
Matteson, of the New York militia, show that 
Enoch S. More deserted in 1812. Satisfactory 
evidence has been filed in the Pension Office thai 
More, instead of having deserted, as shown by the 
| roll, was absent on furlough and si¢k at the time. 
| On an investigation of the said evidence by the 
| Commissioner of Pensions, it was deenied suffi- 
cient to grant him an invalid pension, on this state 
of facts, in order to enable him to get a bounty of 

land under the act of September 28, 1850, os to 
| correct the roll, as the bill proposes to direct the 


| 





| Cowmissioner of Pensions to correct the roll by | 


| 





erasing the words which imply that More 
ed, and insert in lieu thereof the words « Sick 
absent on furlough.”” And he is to have ai) 


~ th 
rights he would have had if he had continues i. 
f 


deser:. 


to the terms of his enlistment. 

The bill was reported to the Senate wi) 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, reg 
| third time, and passed. 


THOMAS ELLIS. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, House };) 
for the relief of Thomas Ellis was considered ay 
| in Committee of the Whole. 


ont 
da 


| The object of it is to require the Secretary of 


the Interior to place the name of Thomas E}jis of 
Platte county, in the State of Illinois, upon the roll 
| 

per month, from May 1], 1852, during his Tia 

The bill was reported to the Senate, 

Mr. ATCHISON. 1 move to amend the bij 
by striking out ** Illinois”? and inserting «Mj. 
souri.’’ There is no such county as Platte jn the 
| State of Illinois; there is in Missouri. 
| The amendment was agreed to, and ordered tp 

be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time, 
It was read a third time, and passed. 


GEORGE M’GIRK. 

On motion by Mr. PETTIT, the Senate, as jp 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the cop. 
sideration of the bill from the House of Repre. 
sentatives, ‘* for the relief of the legal represents. 
tives of George McGirk.”’ 

It proposes to authorize the legal representatives 
of George McGirk to enter, without payment, one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, in any land office 
in the State of Missouri, in lieu of a tract of and 
claimed by them in said State; and to direet the 
Register of the Land Office, on payment of his 
fee, to issue the necessary certificate, on the return 
of which a patent shall issue in favor of said leg! 
representatives. ; 

No amendment being proposed, the bill was 
reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. . 


GAD HUMPHREYS, 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, Senate bill for 
| the relief of Gad Humphreys—reported from the 
| Committee on Claims—was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It is designed to direct the proper accounting 
| officers of the Treasury to ascertain the value of 
| property of Gad Humphreys, alleged to have been 

burned and destroyed by order of Colonel Pierce, 
of the United States Army, at Fort Defiance, Flor. 
ida, in 1836, and to pay the amount thus ascer. 
tained, if evidence to the satisfaction of the Sec- 
_ retary of War be furnished to him that the prop- 


| erty was lost to the owner in consequence of the 


| troops of the United States being stationed at that 
| point, and of the orders of the officer in commané, 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
| reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


LLOYD DORSEY AND OTHERS. 


| House for the relief of Lloyd Dorsey and others, 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
By it, Lloyd Dorsey, of the county of St. 
| Charles, Missouri, will be authorized to enter, at 
the proper land office in that State, at the mini- 
mum price of the public lands, the southeast frac- 
| tional quarter of section twenty-two, township 
forty-six, range four east, containing one hundred 
and forty-twoand eighty-nine one hundredth acres; 
and fo enter, for the use and benefit of the heirs 
of George Pitzer, deceased, the southwest frar- 
tional quarter of section twenty-two, township 
| forty-six, range four east, containing one hundred 
and four acres, and the northeast fractional quar- 
ter of section twenty-seven, township forty-six, 
range four east, containing forty-six acres; but 
nothing inthis act is to prejudice the rights of any 
person or persons having any legal or equitable 
| claim to the lands herein mentioned, or any part 
thereof. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read * 
third time, and passed. 


PORT OF DELIVERY AT ROCK ISLAND. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Last night a bill was passed 
creating three or four ports of delivery; but, by 








On motion by Mr. PETTIT, the bill from the 
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Rock Istand was omitted. 


vadent I now ask || number of years. The utility of having such a || tion, we have plenty of time to attend to them. I 


a 7 pious consent of the Senate to introduce work will be seen at once. do not see why they cannot wait. 
the ' ., constitute Rock Island, in the State of The resolution is so guarded that we can pay Mr. FISH. The bills have all been reported on 
in * ois, a port of delivery. I wish to have it sent || no more than the House has paid. A set consisis | by the committees of this body 
ca vee to the House immediately, so that it may | of three volumes, and costs $10 63. They are Mr. ‘TOOMBS. But the members of the body 
"s  enearrel in there. , quarto volumes, and contain apwards of seven hun- || have not had an Opportunity to examme them. 
tae “py unanimous consents leave to introduce the | dred pages, as Senators can see by looking at the The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
ts i was granted; and, there being no objection, || volumes whith are on my desk. The cost will | ison receding from the amendment to the mail 
og read a first and second time, and consid- | be $3 544 a volume, which is very cheap. We | steamer bill, on which question the Senator from 
aes in Committee of the Whole. It proposes || shail never again have an opportunity to obtain | New York has the floor, 
™" “pact that Rock Island bea port of delivery, | this work. ‘The benefit of 1 to the country will Mr. SEWARD. I had the floor, but | was 
Ny gudject to the same regulations and restrictions as | be lasting, and it will unquestionably afford means requested to yield until every body else gotthrough - 
a her ports of delivery in the United States, and | for the protection of the Treasury. With these | all their bills; but there are two which I ask the 
that there shall be appointed a surveyor of the | remarks, | submit the question for the decision of | Senate to take up and pass. I move that the 
of sagtoms for that port, whoshall perform the duties | the Senate. Senate proceed to the consideration of House bill 
of nreserived by the act of Congress of March 2, The resolution was adopted. for the relief of Asa Leach. 
im 1831. Rock — bie ethan see ont | JAMES CAPEN. ey ASA LEACH. 
within the epuention Suess ™ Seon On motion by Mr. ROCKWELL, House bill The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
Mr. PEARCE. I should like to hear a state- | for the relief of James Capen was considered as || ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider 
il ment from the Senator from Illinois as to the rea- | in Committee of the Whole. the bill. 
™ cons of this measure. It nd te me at present | It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- It proposes to instruct the Secretary of the In- 
the chat its only effect is to increase Executive patron- | rior to place the name of James Capen on the | terior to place the nameof Asa Leach on the pen- 
ave, to create some new Offices, and give new sal- pension roll, and pay him eight dollars per month | sion roll at four dollars a month, commencing 
to aries. As { anderstand it, railroad iron is brought , during his natural life, to commence March 4, || August 1, 1852, and continuing during his natural 
os into New Orleans in ships, there transhipped to |! 185], life. ; 
seamboats, and thas taken up to Rock Island. Capen served five months and twelve days,and, || The bill was reported to the Senate without 
Ii seems to me to be entirely unnecessary to estab- including the time spent in going to and returning | amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
lish a port of delivery there, if the whole of the | from the places of muster, he served over six | third time,and passed. 
‘0 rena igete ttn eres ee ae months. He was draughted for a term of three WARREN RAYMOND , 
DN Leanne 1 ’ te 4 8! Df \ ° 
= : os ie transhipment must be made there, | Neat eae aa to Sarees ene || On motion by Mr. SEWARD, the Senate pro- 
a oo . os Boas iat neta ne Fe || ceeded to the consideration of the House bill for 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I will tell the Senator the | is no satisfactory evidence furnished that he ac- ! Ww 
acon for this bill. There are ports of delivery | tually served six months, thereby entitling him to the relief of Warren Raymond. 
bes Rees! a y .? y ° | , It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
F at Pitsburg, Louisville, St. Louis, New Albany, | be placed on the pension roll, under the act of || 5:0- to place the name of Warren Raymond. of 
“a and half a dozen other places on the Ohio and || June 7th, 1832, and to receive arrears of pension the Stare of New York e ie the coll of invalid 
= ' Mississippi rivers. Last night we made Keokuk | from March 4, 1831, to the present time. But as |, 4 Ps. : 
ing 


: : ensioners, at the rate of four dollars per month 
and Dubuque, in Lowa, ports of delivery. The || he probably may have served that length of time, | P , pe , 
ris «I ’ ‘ 5 to commence on the Ist of January, 1853, and to 
simple reason for this is, that Rock Island is |} and is now very old and infirm, the committee | continue during his natural life 

8 ai uv it is || smi . | ; ; 

where they are making many railroads, and it is | were of opinion that he should be placed on the The bili was reported to the Senate without 

important to have railroad iron delivered there 

por’ : ; amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
zal directly. It was my design to move it as an ish tiene. ak aa 
amendment to the bill which came from the House . er 


= ension roll—his pension to commence from | 
March 4, 1851, about the date of his application. | 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 





ms © last night, but 1 omitted to do sO. This bill is in | amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a OLIVER LEE. 
Bs S the usual oe one ~ ae Seas for Rock || third time, and passed. Mr. PEARCE. I move that the Senate do 
island than has been done for other places. : ‘ " now adjourn. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without | A eee pres ake a oe hart Mr. FISH. I ask the Senator to withdraw 
for amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third Re. iis mr by M R — th - Clerk ne that motion for a moment. 
he reading, read a third time, and passed. os ae ale yi d Br 6 smite Mr. HUNTER. There is an appropriation 
! : nouncing that they had agreed to the amendment | bill which we have not yet decided upon—the inail 
ie, INDEX TO PRIVATE CLAIMS. of the Senate to the bill to provide a pension for || .).. mer bill Let us take a vote upon it before we 
bi | Mr. JOHNSON. I havea resolution to offer, || Captain Thomas Porter. eal 
of which is of some real importance to this body, and |! POST OFFICE APPRUPRIATION BILL. Mr. FISH. 1! havea private bill for the relief 
en of some advantage to the interests of the country. The message also announced that the House |) of the legal representative of Oliver Lee, which I 
oe, lem instructed by the Committee on Printing to | had agreed to the report of the committee of con- |! ask the Senate to take up. If it leads to any de- 
or. offer the following resolution: | ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses | bate, I will consent to its postponement. 
er Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be instructed || on the bill making appropriations for the service | Mr. PEARCE. | withdraw my motion. 
et. to ae eerie nes = nate Phbey. of the Post Office Department for the fiscal year Mr. Fisu’s motion was agreed to, and the 
tthe Index rate C 8, e st to the irty- . ‘ | ‘ ‘ 
p First Congress inclusive, printed by order of the House of ending the 30th of June, 1855. repete, oe fy a hole, proceeded 
the eiennraives vee, Toe aries per wot Sees not ex- SANFORD S REPORT. a tae Oli t rh 1h e rene e tne te phy se 
lat ceed the amount paid by the sal ouse; and the ecreiary . . ives 0 iver ee. roposes to a!rec e ec- 
; pay for them out of the contingent fund of the Senate: And || . Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 offer the follow retary of the Treasury 0 es to Charles H. Lee 
P provided, Said copies shall be deposited in the office of the || INE resolution: | abeninletriced and Eliza io administratrix of 
ut Secretary of the Senate, for the use of the Senate and Sen- | Resolved, That the Superintendent of Public Printing be |) h f Oli L c vol f Buffal 
rd Fate committees. directed to deliver to H. 5. Sanford five hundred copies of || r e ar $580 32, b ee, “th of the an of ul vi 
: . , ‘ Senate document No. 68. || deceased, " ay DEINE e amount of a jucg- 
This work is one which has been printed under || , . 
the order of the House of Re conan amelie The || The document referred to is Mr. Sanford’s re- | ment recovered by Oliver Lee against P. A. Baker, 
= P , ? . |, formerly collector of the port of Buffalo Creek, in 
Senate some years ago, under its own order, pro- || Port on the penal codes of Europe. The resolu- |, are ’ 
he eae y 60s mer, P | tion is in accordance with precedent '* the circuit court of the United States for the north- 
. vided indexes of all claims, from the beginning of | : P ; ern district of New York, in the second ciréuit 
the Government, which originated in the Senat The resolution was agreed to. :. -h ; ' 
’ ginated in the Senate, and docketed the 30th of August, 1834 
: but made no index of those originating in the |; EXECUTIVE SESSION i} ' lie. ; 
st. H ees : . , . || Mr. TOOMBS. I should like to know the rea- 
at B House. The House a few years since ordered || On motion by Mr. PEARCE, the Senate again | sons for that bill ? 
ni- _ this work to be done; and it took three years to || proceeded to-the consideration of Executive busi- || Mr. FISH. I promised not to saya word 
= compile it. ‘The House took only one thousand || ness; and after some time spent therein, the doors |) about it. 
ip o hundred copies.of the work, and those one || were reopened. | Mr. WALKER. I wish to know why the Gov- 
ed duthunad te oe SD oth rad ordered to be || ORDER OF BUSINESS. } ernment of the United States should release this 
8; These b 1 Ag te id be of om Nscenana’e | Mr. FISH. There are a few private bills from || judgment? 
. ese books would be of great advan 0 our || : ; : : oF ant 
cotati : “ f ae f | the House, mostly pension bilis, which I think || Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the bill will not pass. 
_ mmittees in tracing up claims that come before || *" : | It ig an abandonment of all principle of legisla- 
ip | ‘them, which notoriously get better and better | might very well be considered now, particularly || Gent! fn ue th “a , et i 
each successive C til th finally || #® we have but little business to transact. I hope || "0". xrentiemen tell us that they have promisec 
ed eeeasive ongrese, Gat) taey, are ENaly | | to say nothing upon it, and yet they ask us ta pass 
. - passel; but if we could go back to our early || the Senate will take up these bills, and pass them. |, the tall with Secreta Gat whit i i 7 
: history, where the true facts in reference to some ||. The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wexxer || tad the’ ear a ane eT 
x, : =r the : | call for the yeas and nays upon it. 
a of these old claims is developed, they would not | in the chair.) The question is on receding from Mr. FISH. ‘1 withdraw the bill. 1 promised 
£0 through; but, for want of such an index, we the amendment of the Senate to the bill making | oe ; > ° t e P . 
ry P a ’ | - 9 || that if there was objection | would not press it. 
je E  have been unable hitherto to trace them back. \| appropriations for transportation of the United ||. Mr. TOOMBS. If it be right. I do not object 
This resolution proposes to take for the use of || States mail by ocean steamers and otherwise, | ait | : , eos» FO Je 
irt o prop ¢ : to it; but I do not know whether it is right or not. 
_ the Senate two hundred copies of this work—all |, during the fiscal year ending 30th of June, 1855, Mr. FISH. Let the bill be postponed. 
ut | that are left in the hands of the printer. We pro- || on which the Senator’s colleague has he heer. || The further consideration of the bill was post- 
a _ pose to obtain them, and deposit them in the | Mr. FISH. I hope my colleague will yield. | poned until to-morrow. 
office of the Secretary of the Senate, from which| Mr. TOOMBS. I hope not. There is not a | 
_ they ean be taken for use by the committees for || quorum of the Senate present, in my opinion. We |, MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
investigation, and at the end of each session the | have not had time to look into these private bills; || A message was received from the House of 
ed committees will return the copies which they get; | and as Congress will be in session very soon, and | Representatives, by Mr. Forwer, their Clerk, 
'y and the two hundred will probably last fora great || as the next session will be of three months’ dura- || amnouricing that they had agreed to the amendntent 
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of the Senate to the bill for the relief of the heirs | 


of Captain Matthew Jack, deceased. 

Also, that they had passed the following bills 
of the Senate without amendment: 

An act granting the right of way to the Marys- 
ville and Benicia Railroad Company, through and 


THE 


over the grounds of the United States at Benicia, 


in California; and 


An act to establish certain additional post roads. 


PROPOSITION TO ADJOURN. 

Mr. PEARCE. 
now adjourn. 

Several Senators. Till when? 

Mr. PEARCE. Monday. 

Several Senators. We must meet to-morrow. 

Mr. PEARCE. 1 move that the Senate ad- 
journ to meet to-morrow, at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Whatie the use of meet- 
ing to-morrow? 
sign bills 


Il move that the Senate do 


We cannot do anything but | 


Mr. HUNTER. The enrolled bills must be | 


signed in open session, and some of the appro- 
priation bills are yet unsigned. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I suppose the 
Senate to-morrow can attend to Executive busi- 
ness, and the President of the Senate can sign 
enrolled bills. 

Mr. PEARCE, 
tWelve o'clock to-morrow. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope not. Let us dispose 
of the mail stefmer appropriation bill, or we shall 
lose it. Teall for the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to adjourn. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | __. ; 
y y : ” || will move a reconsideration of the vote by which 


we refused to strike out the third section, and 


taken resulted—yeas 15, nays 19; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Cooper, Daw 


I move that we adjourn until | 


son, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Gillette, Pearce, Rockwell, | 


Rusk, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, and Wade—15. 


Chase, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Evans, Houston, Hunter, 
Jolnsen, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory. Pettit, Sumner, 
Toombs, Toucey, Walker, and Weller—19. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 
MAIL STEAMER BILL. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee of gonference on the dis- 


agreeing votes of the two Houses, on the bill | 


making appropriations for the transportation of || 
the United States mail by ocean steamers, and || 
otherwise, during the fiscal year ending 30th of |, 


Jung, 1855, the pending question being on the 
motion of Mr. Pratt, that the Senate recede 
from the amendment striking out the provision 
of the bill requiring notice to be given of the dis- 
continuance of the extga compensation to the Col- 
lins line of steamers. 

Mr. SEWARD. When I was interrupted be- 
fore, | was undertaking to show the Senate that 


the principle incorporated in this bill by the House | 


of Representatives, to which it is now proposed | 
to adhere, is in violation of contract, is unequal |) 


and unjust. The line of argument which I have 
manteed cu for myself will make it necessary to 
read a number of documents to illustrate the sub- 
ject. I had commenced the reading of a letter of 
Mr. Collins, the agent of this line of steamers, to 
the Postmaster General, dated the 28th of Jany- 
ary last. I proceed now to state the substance 
of it. 


| 


| 


} 


The Postmaster General, on the 24th of De- | 


cember laet, wrote to Mr. Collins, asking him to 


inform the Department as to the number of ships | 


employed by the line to Se ee United States 
mails between that city and Liverpool. In that 


} 


letter he stated that he desired the information for | 


the purpose of laying it before the Committee of 
Ways and Means of the House of Representa- 
tives. In answer to the call thus made by the 
Postmaster General, Mr. Collins went into a his- 
tory of the circumstances under which this line 
wis established, and the claims which it had on 
the consideration of Congress and the Federal 
Government. In the first place he stated that a 
Jaw had been early passed by Congress, as will 
be well recollected, authorizing the Postmaster 
General to invite proposals for carrying the mails 
by steamships to Europe. The Senate will recol- 
lect the circumstances attending that. Great Brit- 
ain having undertaken that system, and France 
having given indications of being desirous to go 
into the same line of policy, it immediately en- 


gaged the attention of the Congress of the United |, 


States. Others, who have been here longer than 
1 have been, will surely remember it. But I recol- 


go. 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. Let us pass a resolution 


| if they refuse to recede, we can adjourn. 
| amendment. 


| making the appropriations, and not legislating. 
NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Atchison, Brodhead, Brown, 


| New York has advertised-us and the Senate that 


| else he means to accomplish his purpose. 
_ understand him, and I take it that he, as a frank 


| that so long as I live and occupy a seat on this 


‘not the case. 


leet discussions on that subject as far back as 

J546-'47. 1 especially remember that a very able 

member of Congress from the State of Georgia, 

Mr. Thomas Butier King, made an elaborate re- 

port, in which he vindicated this English policy, | 
and recommended its adoption to the Govern- | 
ment of the United States. 

Mr. DAWSON. As we are dil very much 
fatigued, | submit to the Senator whether, 4s four | 
o’clock 18 80 near, it would not be better to forego 
discussion ? 

Mr. SEWARD. I am very sure that I can 
demonstrate what | set out todo. | cannot prom- 
ise, in the present state of iny health, that | shall | 


get through by four o’clock; but | can show, | | 


think, what | set out to show; and whether it 
takes two hours or two hours and a half, | mean | 
to do it before | quit. 

Mr. DA WSON. That I look upon at once as | 
a declaration that the Senator will speak on until 
four o’clock. | think, then, as we are men of | 
such age, and as we have been very much ex- | 
hausted, we might as well adjourn and let the bill 


insisting on our amendment, and see whether the 
House will! recede from their disagreement; and 


Mr. DAWSON. We are in the power of a 
single Senator, and I think we had better adjourn 
now. . 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 


Let us first insist on this | 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Perhaps some gentleman 


then we can send the bill back as one simply 


We shall soon get along with it then. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Senator from 


he means to speak out the time of the Senate, or 
| so 
man, willadmitit to beso. Now, | advertise him 
floor, I will fight his Collins steamers from this 
day out. You may evade it for the hour, but the 
retribution will come. 
pressed opinion of the Congress of the United | 
States. You are seeking to set aside that opinion | 
by taking advantage of the circumstances, and 
force us to do what a majority say they ought not 
to do. 

Mr. SEWARD. I tell the Senator from Ten- 
nessee that he misstates the facts, and he misun- | 
derstands the position that he occupies, and the 
power he can exercise. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Thatis a question 
to be settled. 

Mr. SEWARD. He says it is the deliberate 
will of the Congress of the United States that Iam 
trying to defeat. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 





I say so now. 


Mr. SEWARD. The deliberate will of the | 
| Congress of the United States consists of the will | 


| of two bodies—the House of Representatives and || introduction of any bill. 


the Senate of the United States. The deliberate 
will of the Congress of the United States is divided. 
The House of Representatives wills that this con- 


tract shall be abrogated, 1 say unlawfully, I say |) 


unjustly. The will of the Senate is, that it shall 
not be abrogated. I say the Senate is right. | 
am standing here for the Senate, for the decree that | 
it has pronounced, and showing that the Senate is | 
right, and showing that the House is wrong. How 


am | defeating the will of the Congress of the Uni- || 





ted States? When was it unlawful, when was it | 
wrong, when was it unjust, in case of a disagree- 
ment between the two Houses of Congress, two | 


hours before their adjournment, that any member || 


stand by the opinions and decision of that major- 
ity? That is the case here. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
The case is this: the House of 
Representatives have sent here a proposition, the 
Senate disagreed to it, and you have had a com- 
mittee of conference. Now, the pro 
that the Senate shall recede, and the Senator from 
New York stands up and tells us that, in his 
enfeebled condition, it will take him two hours to | 


belonging to the majority of the Senate should | 


satisfy the Senate that they ought not to recede. | 


I submit it to the vote of the Senate whether they 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Senator thinks he cen speak for two houre 


| Mr. SEWARD. 


| fore the honorable Senator interrogat 


;, Case. 


| The proposition, indeed, is made here. 
| tt made by? Is it by the committee of confer. 
|| ence who represent the Senate, whose Opinions | 


Here is a deliberately ex- || 


No, sir, that is |) 


sition is, | 








ion SU, 
_ recede or not. I put it to his 
is purpose to defeat this measu 
the lenaiains time of the Senate? counting 
your purpose, and have you not avowed the oat 
pose when you told us that it would hae 
hours to convince the Senate on a question - 
has been debated for weeks and months, nay 
through a seriewof years? J have no unkind 2 
about this line of steamers; but | do desir am 
the expressed will of the American Congress a 
not be defeated by a contest against time, if me 


’ l am 
repeat, 
by the 


honor, is ne: 


| willing to sit here and listen tohim. But | 

| his purpose is to defeat this Proposition 
consumption of the time of the Senate. 

I have one word 


to ga 
my excellent friend from Tennessee. os 


I wish, be. 


‘ : : 2 es me, th 
he would arrive in his own mind at a true ian. 


ment of the case which he assumes. He gq 
that the House has passed this amendment 7 
has sent it here, and that the Senate, as | Stated 
truly, had refused to assent to the amendmen: 
that there had been a conference; and now th, 
honorable Senator states the proposition to be thet 
the Senate shall recede. That involves the whoi. 
Is that proposition one in behalf of the 

ls it an authoritative one? No, sir 


Who 18 


Senate? 


| am upholding, and under whose shelter and pro- 
, tection I stand? No, sir; but under the authority 
of an individual member dissenting from the com- 
mittee of conference appointed by the Senate, and 
| dissenting, so far as appears, from the opinion of 
a majority of the Senate, whose opinion, it is to 
be presumed, remains the same until a final ques- 
tion shall be taken. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
| that final question? 
Mr.SEWARD. The honorable Senator asks 
| why not waive my rights? That is the sum and 
| substance of his proposition. Because I think, if 

1 do not waive my rights, I shal! prevent him 
| from committing the Senate, the Congress of the 
| United States, and the country, to a great wrong, 
and to a great dishonor, not intentionally, | 
admit. I mean to prevent that, if I can, by any 

ower of argument or illustration which I possess. 
| The honorable Senator asked me whether it was 
| my purpose to occupy all the time from now to 
| four o’clock? I might reply to him, that if the 
| honorable Senator shall continue to appreciate the 


Why not take 


| Importance of time as he has done thus far in this 


debate, which he has raised between him and my- 
self, I shall have a very little portion of that time 
to be responsible for. 

Mr. WELLER. I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn, because I prefer going home to |is- 
tening to the Senator from New York, as he is 


| about to speak until four o’clock. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I wish to compromise. 

Mr. WELLER. The best compromise is to 
adjourn. 
_. Mr. SEWARD. I will not give way for the 
_ Mr. BRODHEAD. I think this matter canbe 
arranged in a manner beneficially to the country, 
and satisfactory to this body. There is no objec- 
tion to making the appropriation required by law, 


| and by the contracts which have been entered into 


by the Government, but it is the legislation on 
these bills that is objected to—— 

Mr. TOOMBS. My friend from Pennsylvania 
is out of order. I wish to get at the question. 
There is but one question before us, and it is on 
“A from the amendment of the Senate to this 

ill. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I have the floor, by leave 
of the Senator from New York. 

Mr. TOOMBS. He cannot allow you to goo" 
| out of order. 
| Mr. BRODHEAD. I merely wish to sugges 
| that we strip this bill of legislation, and leave in‘ 
nothing but the appropriations required by law. 
Let us reconsider the vote on the third section! 
which gives power to the Postmaster Gener) 
_ Attorney General, and Secretary of the Navy 
| abrogate all these mail contracts. ; 
| Mr. WELLER. Upon that very proposition | 
should desire to be heard, at least two hours, wy 


| self; and, therefore, that is no compromise. 
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hat the Senate adjourn until twelve o’clock 

oo morrow + . 

{ The motion was agreed to; and at five minutes 
two o'clock, p. M., the Senate adjourned. 


move t 


IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, 4ugust 5, 1854. 
prayer by Rev. Henry Siicer. 


The reading of the Journal was dispensed with. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had passed, without amend- 
ment, the bill of the Senate to establish a land 
istrict in the State of Florida, to be called the 
jistrict of Tampa; and the bill of the Senate ,to 
relinquish to the State of Wisconsin the lands 
reserved for salt springs therein, with an amend- 
ment; in which they requested the concurrence of 


the Senate. 


The message also announced that the Speaker | 


had signed sundry enrolled bills, which were then 
signed by the PresiENT pro tempore, as follows: 

“An act granting the right of way to the Marys- 
yilleand Benicia Railroad Company through and 
over the grounds of the United States at Benicia, 
in California; 

An act to establish certain additional post roads; 

An act to repeal the first proviso of the fourth 
section of the act entitled ** An act granting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United 
States,” approved September 28, 1850; 

An act making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending 30th of June, 

S00; 
An act making ere for the naval ser- 
vice for the year ending the 30th of June, 1855; 

An act for the relief of Henry Lewis and 
Moses Petet, of Clinton county, Indiana; 

An act authorizing the payment of balance of 
the property accounts between the United States 
and the State of New York, for military stores in 
the war of 1812; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of George McGirk; : 

An act for the relief John S. King, of Virginia; 
Anactto provide. pension for Captain Thomas 
Porter; 

An act for the relief of George M. Bentley, of 
the State of Indiana; 

An act making appropriations for the service of 
the Post Office Department during the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1855; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Captain Mat- 
thew Jack, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Robert F. McGuire and 
Louisa his wife, late Louisa Lamy; 

Anact for the relief of William Curran; 

An act for the relief of A. S. Laughery; 

An act for the relief of the inhabitants of town- 
ship forty-five, range one, in Warren county, 
Missouri; 

An act for the relief of James Capen; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby 
— surety of a former postmaster at Norfolk, 

irginia; 

An act for the relief of the legal heirs of Benja- 
min Metoyer; 

An act for the relief of Warren Raymond; 

An act for the relief of Julia Aiken; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Charles Pavie; 

- act for the relief of Lloyd Dorsey and 
others; 

An act for the relief of Asa Leach; 

An act to carry into effect the treaty between 


the United States and Great Britain, signed on the 


oth day of June, 1854; 


and 


Joint resolution makin 


appropriation for the 
payment of those entitle 


to the benefits of the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


. ___. _ 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I believe the Clerk of || Mr. PETTIT. We expressly passed « reso- 


the House came to the Senate Chamber with that 
bill yesterday, about five minutes after we ad- 
journed. Itis a bill which allows the State of 

isconsin to apply to the purposes of a university 
seventy-two sections of land which were granted 
to the State for salt springs. It is a bill which 
passed the Senate, and has now been returned 
from the House with an amendment. I hope it 
will be taken up and concurred in. 

Mr. HUNTER. | will merely suggest to my 
friend that, though it is a misfortune, under the 
resolution of the two Houses, we cannot act on 
anything of this kind. ‘1 wish we could, on his 
account; but if we once depart from the rule which 
we have established, it would lead to great incon- 
venience. 1 do not think we have power to depart 
from it. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. If I remember aright, 
we havea rule which prevents any bill being sent 


| to the President on the last day of the session, | 
unless that rule be setaside. | recollect distinctly, | 


| of the Senate. 
| a question for the Senate. 


in the case of an appropriation for the American 
Colonization Society, that the bill was so sent to 
the President on the last day of the session, with- 
out a suspension of the rule, and it did not vitiate 
the bill. I take it that no 


uestion will be raised | 


by any tribunal of the world, if the assent of the | 


Senate be now given to this provision. 
the bill may be taken up, for the 


I ask that 
urpose of con- 


curring in theamendment.* It is for the Senate to | 


grant or refuse the request. 

The PRESIDENT. The opinion of the Chair, 
as a matter of course, would not affect the action 
This is not a point of order, but 
The Chair, will have 
the resolution, which was yesterday adopted by 
the two Houses, read for the information of the 
Senate. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the time fixed by the resolution of the 
first of July, for the adjournment of the present session of 
Congress be, and the same is hereby, extended to Monday, 
August 7, at eight o’clock, a. m.: Provided, That no mo 
tion, other than to adjourn, shall be taken by either House, 
after the hour of four o’clock, p. m., this day, ( Friday.) 


lution the other day, directing such reports to be 
handed to the Secretary. 

The PRESIDENT. No report can be entered 
on the Journal, but it can be handed to the Sec- 
retary. 

Mr. STUART. All I desire to do is to return 
the papers. | will accomplish that through the 
Secretary. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had passed the following bill 
and joint resolution, in which they requested the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

An act allowing the further time of two years 
to those holding lands by entries in the Virginia 
military district in Ohio, which were made prior 
to Ist January, 1852, to have the same surveyed 
and patented; and 

Joint resolution declaring the Seneca Indians 
entitled to pension and bounty lands in certain 
cases. 


SENATE BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Secretary, 
announcing that he had this day approved and 
signed the following acts: 

An act to establish a land district in the State 
of Florida, to be called the district of Tampa; 

An act granting the right of way to the Marys- 


| ville and Benicia Railroad Company through and 


Mr. HUNTER: How, then, can we take up | 


anything of this sort? 
The PRESIDENT. The language of the res- 
olution is conclusive, in my opinion; but it is a 


| question for the Senate, and not for the Chair to | : : 
| selves of the provisions of the joint resolution, 


decide. Is it the pleasure of the Senate to take 
the question on the amendment of the House to 
the bill which has been named ? 

Mr. PETTIT. I think there can be no mis- 
understanding the resolution which has been read. 
The design of the two Houses, clearly, was that 
we shou! not do any legislative business after 
four o’clock yesterday. I shall not be willing to 


vote on any question of the kind, and will not vote 


either for or against. 

The PRESIDENT. Does: the Senator from 
lowa desire that | should put the question? 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Yes, sir. 


over the grounds of the United States at Benicia, 
in California; and 


An actto establish certain additional post roads | 


EXTRA WORK FOR PAGES. 


Mr. MORTON. I beg leave to draw the atten - 
tion of the Senate to the operation of a joint reso- 
luuuon passed by Congress, with respect to the 
compensation of the employees of the two Houses. 
It appears, by the joint resolution, that an addi- 
tion of twenty per cent. was allowed to the com- 
vensation of those employees; but it is attended 
y a proviso, that those who avail themselves of 
the twenty per cent. provision, should not there- 
after receive the usual extra compensation for 
their services. It appears that the employees of 
the Senate, our pages particularly, availed them- 


and thereby received some eighty or ninety dol- 
lars in addition to their regular compensation. 
The pages of the House, being better advised, or 
having more astuteness than those of the Senate, 
did not avail themselves of the benefit of the joint 


| resolution, and did not receive the twenty per cent. 


The PRESIDENT. Will the Senate proceed | 


to the consideration of the amendment made by 
the House to the bill of the Senate which has 
been named by the Senator from lowa? 
The question being taken; it was determined in 
the negative. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
A message was received from the House of 


Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 


An act to establish certain additional post roads; _ 


nouncing that the Speaker had signed an enrolled 
bill entitled **An act to establish a land district in 
the State of Florida, to be called the district of 


| pensation. 


The House, therefore, préviously to its adjourn- 
ment, voted to them the usual $200 extra com- 
The joint resolution appears to be 
well guarded, that the pages of the House should 
receive as much compensation as the pages of 
the Senate, thus placing them upon an equality. 
Under that joint resolution, if we had eetel to the 
pages of this body the usual $200 extra compen- 
sation, the pages of the House would have re- 
ceived that sum without any action of the House. 
J think the rule should work both ways. I know 
that, under the existing joint resolutign it is not 
now, perhaps, within the power of the Senate to 
vote its pages the usual $200, or any portion of 


| it, as extra compensation. 


Tampa;’’ which was thereupon signed by the | 


PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


CASES UNREPORTED UPON. 
Mr. STUART. | have three cases which have 
been intrusted to me by committees, which I have 


not heretofore been able to make a report upon. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of opinion 


| that, under the concurrent resolution of the two 


resolution of the House of Representatives of the |, 


United States, passed August 3, 1854, voting extra 
Compensation to pages, folders, and others. 
THE ADJOURNMENT RESOLUTION. 

The PRESIDENT. Senate bill to relinquish 
to the State of Wisconsin the lands reserved for 
salt springs therein, has been returned from the 
House of Representatives, with an amendment: 





| without an 


Houses, nothing in the nature of business can be 
received. 

Mr. STUART. I am aware of that; but I 
merely wish to report the cases back to the Senate, 
recommendation at all. 

The PRESIDENT. That is prohibited by the 


So it was ruled yesterday; but I think it is per- 
fectly competent to do so. I have no disguise 
about it; my great object is to place the pages of 
the Senate on an equality with the pages of the 
House of Representatives. 1 therefore beg leave 


| to introduce a resolution to employ our pages in 
| the folding-room for sixty days after the adjourn- 


resolution. The Chair is of the opinion that, under | 


a resolution adopted by the Senate a day or two 
since, the Senator may deliver them to the Secre- 


i| tary. 


ment of Congress, at the usual compensation 
which they receive here, | hopes if the question 
of order be raised upon it, the Chair will not 
decide that question until it shall bave been dis- 
cussed by the Senate. The employment of the 
pages in the folding room will expedite the sending 
of documents to Senators. _Many of them will 
not be seat, under the present arrangements, until 
near the commencement of the next session. It 
will be a great accommodation to members, and 
a great benefit to the country, to have the public 
documents promptly delivered. [| am informed 
by the gentleman who is in charge of the coling 
room, that the pages could be well employe 

i there, and that their employment would much 
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‘The Secretary read aa follows: 
** Resolved, That the time fixed by the resolution of the 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I trust the argument 
of the Senator from California has satisfied the 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
accordingly proceeded to the conside a 


: ration of 
Executive business; and after some ti ' 


a! 
engaged in 


” 
— ni 
Sates, ap 


5 Isto duly for the adjourument of the preseut session of | Chair that he is in error in respect to this matter. | therein, the doors were reopened, and the aon Also sunt 
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i Mr. MORTON. IL do not wish to call into || of the two Houses has no relation whatever to HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs. President | 
judgment the correctness of the decision of the | our contingent fund or to our pages. We can go Sarurpay, August 5, 1854. Pa 
Chair; hat, in order to testthe opinion of the Sen- on transacting that sort of senatorial business just The House met at ten o’clock a.m. P e at be 
ate upon the question, | respectfully appeal from | as though no such resolution had been adopted. by Bev, Haney Suscee P rayer has she’ 
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Mr. WELLER. It seems to me thatthe reso- | reverse his decision. ENROLLED BILLS. the rive OF 

lution which has been read applies exclusively to The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Chair Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolje; ee oda 
levisiative bustners—I mean that sort of business | prefers leaving it to the Senate. Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the sition ; 
which requires the action of both branches of Mr. STUART. This exact question was de- following titles; which were signed by the Speaker: "eet PI 
Congress. If that construction be not givento it, cided by the President of this body this morning. An act making appropriations for the nava| vn N i oo 
i de not see how the Senate can go into Executive | | came in here with three memorials which had vice for the year ending June 30, 1855; ene 
session, and receive motions there; because, if we been referred to me, as a member of one of the An act for the relief of William Curran: oy sn 
do go into Executive session, asa matterof course | standing committees, and simply asked to be An act providing a pension to Captain Thomas me “PE 
the business transacted there will be by motion. | allowed to report them to the Senate without any Porter; eh a of. 
Why is it that wecan do that business? Itisbe- recommendation. ‘The President of this body de- An act making appropriations for the service of inquir) ian 
cause Executive business belongs exciusively to | cided that it could not be done. Now, in order the Post Office Department for the year ending eel 
the Senate. Now, the motion made by my friend — to get rid of all talk about this matters | move to | June 30, 1855; , = no 
from Florida is to continue the pages in office. lay the appeal on the table. An act granting the right of way to the Mays. i 
That being a subject which is undertheexclusive | Mr. WELLER. | beg leave to inquire whether | ville and Benicia Railroad Company through and ssanaa 


control of the Senate, Lapprehend it is perfectly 
in order. The Senate, | think, would have a 
right now, if they saw proper to make an appro- 


that would carry the resolution with it?) A re- 
markable decision on that point was made yester- 
day by theSenatorfrom Wisconsin [Mr. Wacker} 


over the grounds of the United States at Benicia, 


| in California; 


An act to repeal the first proviso of the fourth 


the minut 
that motic 
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ry DUIS. 

Mr PHILLIPS. The Journal of yesterday 
vee not been read, and I would inquire of the 
Phair whether the message of the President on 
ine iver and harbor bill is spread upon it? 

The SPEAKER. It is a constitutional requi- 
sirion that the message shall be spread upon the 
Journal 
: Me. PHILLIPS. I have made this inquiry 
that there might be a certainty in the matter. 
“The SPEAKER. The bill and message will 
both be spread upon the Journal. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I desire to make a further 
inquiry of the Chair. ‘The Constitution provides 
thaton the reception of such a message the House 
shall proceed to consider it. We knowthat there 


now no quorum present for the transaction of || 


busiaess. The question I desire to submit is, 
whether it would be proper to enter a motion in 
the minutes to consider that message, and have 
that motion lay over until the next session? In 
other words, it is very evidentthat the mere send- 
ing in of a message vetoing a bill is not the end 
of the matter. The Constitution looks to some 
future action. Then isit more formal, that at the 
session at which the messageis received, there 
should be a motion for the purpose of considering 
it? Or, if anything occur to render the considera- 
tion improper, would it be better to permit it to 
go over to the next session? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that un- 
der the joint resolution fixing the day of adjourn- 
ment, a motion of that kind would not be in or- 
der. At the time the message was received there 
was a quoram present. Soon afterwards the 
House found itself without a quorum. No mo- 
tion was made, nor action taken on the message; 
but under the provision of the Constitution in re- 
gard to veto messages, the Chair thinks that the 
message and the bill will go upon the Journal. 
No action can be now had under the circumstances 
upon the message. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. As to one suggestion which 
fell from the Speaker, | have to say that, in my 
recollection, the resolution for the adjournment 
only refers to votes on propositions. Now, I do 


hot propose that any vote shall be taken in this 
matter. 


The SPEAKER. 
the words of the resolution are, that no motion 


shall be made after four o’clock, p.m., yesterday, | 


except to adjourn. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to say a word in 


In the Chair’s recollection, | 


| 
| 


relation to the matter of fact stated by the Speaker. | 


My recollection differs from his. [I think, at the 
time the message was received, there was no 


quorum present; but I agree with the Speaker, | 


that if there was not a quorum, no message could 
be received, for the reason that there was no 
House to receive it. My recollection is founded 
upon this: that just prior to the announcement of 
the message, the fact was shown that there was 
no quorum, and there was no quorum from that 
ime on until the House adjourned. I may be 
mistaken about this, but the record will show the 
true state of the case. ~ 

The SPEAKER. The present occupant of the 
chair was not in it at the moment the message 
was received. The Chair recollects that very 
soon after he came in, the House was without a 
quorum; but if the messaze was received without 
onjection, itis to be presumed that there was a 
quorum. ° 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I stated that the message 
was received while the yeas and nays were being 





| Mr. FLORENCE. 
me in referring to the antecedent action of the 


| 


called upon some proposition then before, the 
House, and that, as the Journal wiil show, upon 
that proposition ne querum voted. The cai) of 
the roll was suspended unul the message was 
received. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 
call, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Noe, sir; the roll call was 
suspended unt! the message was received. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The gentlemen from Ohio 
is right. the call of the roll was teaiporariy 
suspended. i 

Mr. HIBBARD. I distinctly remember that 
there had been noascertalament that there was no 
quorum present until after the Inessage had been 

| recenved. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair will make a 
statement of facts as given to him by the Clerk, 
and he presumes it will vein coimeidence with the 
recollection of gentlemen now upon the fluor. It 

is true that the roll was being calied when the 
message was received, the call being suspended 
for that purpose. It is also true that when the 
| call was through, the Chair announced that there 
was no quorum present; nevertheless, itmay have 
been otherwise at the instant of receiving the mes- 
} sage. I'hat is a fact that we know could have 
existed; and as the message was received without 
objection, the Chair thinks it is properly before 
the body, and ought to go upon the Journal under 
the provision of the Constitution. 

Mr. MILLSON. I do not exectly know what 
question is before the House. I suppose the re- 
ception of the message yesterday was entered 
upon the Journal of yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. It was. 

Mr. MILLSON. That being so, [ do not see 
how the question can now be before the House. 

The SPEAKER. There is no proposition be- 
| fore the House. ‘There is merely a suggestion. 

Mr. MILLSON. In regard to the suggestion 

| of the Speaker, to the effect that, at the end of the 
call of the roll, there appeured to be no quorum 
present,“ would say, that it by no means follows 
that there was no quorum at the time the message 
was received; because it might have been, that 
gentlemen, whose names had not been called at 

| the time the message was announced, desirous of 

Pentigrier the reception of the message, might 
rave declined voting, for the purpose of showing 
that there was no quorum afterwards. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. A forced presumption. 

| Mr MILLSON. I do not believe that any 
| such facts exist; but | am merely making the sug- 
| gestion for the purpose of showing that if this 
| message can be now considered, as not being reg- 
| ularly before the House, merely because, on a call 
| of the roll, there did not appear to be any quo- 
| rum present, it would give, at a time when party 
| feeling might run high, an opportunity to gentle- 
| men to defeat the express will of the Executive, 
| by abstaining from voting. But, instead of mean- 
ing to cast an imputation on any gentleman, as (to 
this having actually occurred, | take pleasure in 
| saying, that | do not believe that a single gentle- 
| man on the other side ditl abstain from voting. 
My argument was merely going to show, as a 
question of principle, that the fact that, at the close 
| of the roll call, there was no quorum present, 
would not, by any means, determine the fact that 


We refused to suspend the 


| there was no quorum present at the time the mes- 
‘Mage was received. That could only be determined 


by there being objection made. If objection were 
not made to the reception of the message, it is to 
be regarded as a message received by the House 
—a regularly constituted House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no doubt at 
all that the message is regularly before the House, 
| and may be spread upon the Journal. 

If the House will indulge 





House, | can explain the facts in a few minutes. 
The gentlemen will recollect that there was a mo- 
tion made to adjourn; on which motion the yeas 
and nays were demanded, and a call ordered. We 


|| had proceeded with that call, and ascertained that 
|| there was no quorum present. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. That was a call of the 
House. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. No, sir, it was»not. It 
| was intimated, and very well understood all round 
| the House, that there was an important message 
from the President soon to be sent in. In order 





to retain the members present, a call of the House | 
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| as the sea-board. 
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was ordered; and the call was being proceeded 
with when the message was received. These are 
the facts of the case. I recollect them very dis- 
unctly. I will be borne out, I think, by every 
gentieman who will refresh his memory. The 
call was being proceeded with, with the object in 
view to get-in as many members as possible for 
the reception of the message. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. FLorence] is mistaken—as the 
Chair thinks—in this, that the call of the House 
followed, not preceded, the reception of the mes- 
sage; and the object was to detain the House in 
session. 

Mr. FLORENCE, I was coming to that fact. 
During the eall of the House 

The SPEAKER, (interrapting.) ‘The Journal 
will settle the point; and if gentlemen desire it, or 
if there be a question of order made at all, we will 
refer to the Journal, which cannot be mistaken 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania allow me to make a remark ? 

Mr, FLORENCE. Most certainly. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to make a sugges- 
tion. Ido not see that there can be any difficulty 
in relation to this matter. [tis very evident that 
the message is here, It goes to the Speaker’s table, 
I suppose, and will be ready at the opening of the 
next session of Congress when Executive docu- 
ments are being presented to the House. | see no 
necessity of any motion being made now, When- 
ever that message is laid before the House, the 
House will exercise its constitutional right of 
voung on the bill, and of determining whether they 
will, by a two-third vote, carry the measure inde- 
pendent of the veto. There is no necessity for any 
motion at all in respect to it, 

Mr. FLORENCE. The Speaker was right. 
The call of the House was proceeded with after 
the message was received. 

The SPEAKER. There is no doubt of nt. Then 
there is no motion before the body. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iam only desirous of 
saying, in relation to this matter, that I differ with 
the President ofthe United Statesin the views which 
he expresses on this question. And at the appro- 
priate time [ want to place before this House and 
the country the reasons why I differ from him. It 
is due to myself—it is due to him—and it is due to 
us all—that I should state now that there can be 
no reason why, if Congress make appropriations 
for improvements on the shore of the Atlantic 
and Pacific, itshould not also make appropriations 
for improvements in the interior. If you must 
have app@priations at all, let all share alike, all 
sections; if you are ready to quitall, | am with you. 

The policy that he pursues of vetoing appropria- 
tions for interior improvements is wrong, if it 
is right to provide for those improvements any 
where. If we are to have appropriations for im- 
provements upon the Atlantic avd the Pacific, 
there is no reason why we should not have them 
in the interior. The Government becomes oner- 
ous to us, and injust tous. It is wrong; I differ 
with him upon that point. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I had noidea of discussing 
any proposition connected with this veto message 
now. Thisis notime for that. But as the sub- 
ject is brought up by others, I rise for the pur- 
pose of saying, that I strike hands with the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricuarpson] upon the 
propositions he laysdown. I have never been able 
yet to learn, by anything I have read or seen in 
the Constitution, why we cannot as properly take 





| the money which belongs to the people of the 


States incommon, and improve, for their benefit, 
the *“‘inland seas ’’—our lakes and rivers—as well 
Why treat with utter neglect 
those vast arteries of national commerce in the 
interior? I say to the House, and to gentlemen, 
that the time has come for making the rights 
of the great interior of this nation, against the 
combined power of the Executive, sustained by 
the interests of the sea-board, a fest, and I shall! be 
found standing with him, shoulder to shoulder, 
against all parties, against all influences, and 
against all powers that may oppose us. 

Mr. PRATT. I call the gentleman to order. 
This discussion is not in order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I was about to object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
there is no proposition before this body which is 
debatable. 
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Mr. CAMPBELL. I did not open any debate. 
Why shut down on me? 

Mr. HIBBARD If this debate is to continue, 
I want to say a word. 

Mr. PRATT. We came here to transact such 
business as might be necessary, and I, for one, 
am not willing to sit here, and hear Buncombe 
speeches, 

Mr.CAMPBELL. The gentleman may leave, 
if he chooses, for aught I care; and, as | have the 
floor, [ call him to order 

The SPEAKER. The Chair at once states to 
the House that there is no proposition before the 
body to authorize this discussion. Thé Chair 
was disposed, so long as others felt inclined to do 
so, to allow gentlemen to make remarks. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I will not object, if; 1 am 
allowed one question. If this debate is to go on, 
i want a hand in it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
allow me a moment. 

{Cries of ** Order!” “ Order !”’ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot allow 
discussion, unless it be by unanimous consent. 

Mr. FLORENCE. i hope consent will be 
given. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes it will not 
be given, if the Chair may be allowed to express 
a hope. But the Chair would be happy to con- 
form to the wishes of those present, as we have a 
leisure moment upon hand. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I did not intend to discuss 
the merits at all; nor would | have said one word 
had not others brought this matter before the 
Llouse; and, to cut all hands off, | now move that 
the House adjourn, 

Mr. HIBBARD. Will the gentieman just allow 
me to say that the friends of the President 

{Cries of * Order!” ‘*Order!’’} 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not see but 
there is as many who desire to talk now, as when 
we areall together. [Laughter.} The gentleman 
from New Hampshire appeals to the gentleman 
from Ohio to allow him a moment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I should be very happy to 
hear the gentleman from New Hampshire, who 
wishes to speak on behalf of the ‘* friends of the 
President,”’ or any other member present, upon 
this subject, as we are told tkere is nothing else 
for us to do. 
desire to say a word more. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the unanimous consent 
of the House that the gentleman from Ohio pro- 
ceed with his remarks? 

There being no objection, 

Mr. CAMPBELL proceeded: 
brief. Lam perfectly willing to extend to others 
the right they extend tome. That has been my 
course uniformly upon all occasions. [| was pro- 
ceeding to say that the inland States were im- 
posed upon. In the valley of the Mississippi, 
taking the Alleghany ridge as the dividing line, and 


I hope the House will 





embracing the country extending to the northern | 


lakes, there is now more than half the population 
of the United States; and, as a matter of course, 
they have to bear more than one half of all the 
burdens of the General Government. They con- 
tribute more than one half of the money for the 
appropriations that are made for the benefit of the 
external commerce, for your light-houses, your 
navy, your coast survey, and other sea-board 
improvements; more than half of the money for 
the common defense and general welfare. Yet, 
sir, within about fifteen years we have had but 


one single bill ofany consequence for the improve- | 
ment of the rivers, lakes, and harbors of that | 


immense valley. 

Those who have come here from the West have, 
through their Representatives, without distinction 
of party, urged their claims for that section, and 
for all other measures of national improvement. 
For the purpose of showing that they have not been 
sectional in this matter, I refer to the fact that a 
few days since they voted for the Cape Fear river 
appropriation, which was not vetoed. Yet, sir, 


thi » whi 
ep d aur sep! Reape rag ~pebegh: be ots wd | shall persist in the objection from a sense of duty. | 


has been carried through this House and through 
the Senate by the aid of the votes of the friends 


of the Executive, in each of which they have a | 
y the 


majority of two to one, is stricken down b 
powerofoneman! Ay, sir, and strange to tell, 
that very man pretends that the great principle 


which governs tis Executive acts is that of * pop- | 


yoo 


ular sovereignty !’’ How ridiculous to profess to 


| and over by the people of the country. 


Before taking my seat, however, | | 


I shalt be very | 


| nois, 
| onslaught upon the principles of .the message. I | 
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poeeree yess 
make that the rule which has controlled his con- 
duct on this occasion. 

Now, sir, in this state of the case, as this ques- 
tion is not now in a condition in which it can be 
acted upon, and as it will come up the next ses- 
sion and be referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, when it can be | 
discussed, | close, by repeating, that | shall strike 
hands with the gentleman from Illinois, and all 
other men who will represent truly these interior 
interests without regard to party. lL shall stand 
with men of any party, the unflinching friend of 


the wronged West, advocating the just demands | 


of ‘* popular sovereignty’’ against the tyranny of 
the veto power. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama, obtained the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I must object to this dis- 
cussion going on further. There is no occasion 
for any more speeches. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I hopethe gentleman from 
North Carolina will withdraw his objection to 
allow me to say a word. 

‘The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama (Mr. Smiru] is entitled to the floor if the 
debate is to proceed. 

Mr. HIBBARD. 
morning expecting that this matter was to come | 
up now. The discussion is manifestly premature, 
and out of order. 1 do not propose to engage in 
it at this time; but after what has been said by 
the gentleman from Ohio and the gentleman from 
Illinois, | desire to say that, at the proper time | 
and place, the friends of the principles embodied | 


in the President’s message, will, | apprehend, be | 
| prepared to defend and maintain them as the doc- 
trines of republican equality, based upon the Con- || 


stitution itself, alike just to the whole country, 
North, South, East, and West, wronging no State 
or section. They are principles laid down by the | 
fathers of the Democratic church, sanctioned over 
I regard 
them as just in theory, and expedient in practice. 
As such, I repeat, their friends will be ready, at | 


the proper time, to defend them. Sir, I am sorry || 


to see a gentleman so fair-minded as the gentle- 
man from Ohio usually is, make what seems an 
attempt to create sectional feeling between differ- 
ent portions of the country—something that looks 
like an appeal to the sectional feelings of the 
West. I do not think his intention is such, and 
[ am quite sure his remarks will have no such 
effect at home, when the subject shall be exam- 


ined and understood. 
| The doctrine of the message, as I understand | 


it, would, by no means, preclude improvements 
for the West. It would allow such as are neces- 
sary and national. It would cut off those of a 
contrary character, many of which are found 
in this bill. [tis this introduction of uncalled-for 
and indefensible appropriations, this mixture of 
evil with good, that seems to have caused the de- 
feat of the measure. The authority of Jackson | 
will be invoked in vain, for anything in contraven- 
tion of the principles of this message. Attempts 
to stimulate the people of any section against them, 
will, in the erfd, be equally fruitless. The sober 
second thought will be found in the future, as in 
the past, sound and efficient. 

We have had political coalitions heretofore. | 
Attempts at combinations of sectional elements for | 


| factious purposes are now being made in various 


quarters. With what success remains to be seen. | 
They have never been ultimately profitable in the 
past. My own opinion is, that they will be equally 
futile and disastrous for their originators in the 
future. The gentleman from Ohio, on this occa- 
sion, makes advances to the gentleman from IIli- | 
He proposes a striking of hands for an | 


will not assume to answer for the gentleman from | 
Illinois. He is always able to speak and to act | 
for himself. He has not heretofore been a favorer | 
of coalitions, or of local excitements for purposes | 
of faction and disorganization, | 
Mr. PRATT. I object to this discussion, and 


I shall yield to nobody. 1 move that the House 


do now adjourn. 
The question was taken, and the House re- 

fused to adjourn; there being, on a division—ayes 

11, noes 14. 
Mr. PRATT. 


[ object to all discussion of the 
question. 


|| myself with a great deal of care. 


| 1812. 


August §, 


not in Order 


con ina KER. Debate is 
e Chair being called on, will enfo : 
Mr. CAMPBELL. ‘hen,as wecamne 
to the matter, what is to be done? peak 

The SPEAKER. By the resolution i 
that we are even deprived of a call of the 
Whether we have not the power, under the Con. 
stitution, to order one, is another question = 
fifteen members, the Speaker being one, 7 


t Seems 
House 


have a call of the House. may 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. [ think that messag 
come in from the President. omay 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed th 
there is no necessity for the House on 
| longer in session. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. I suppos 
nothing particularly before the heay? a ere 

The SPEAKER. There is no proposition at 
all before the body. 

Mr. SMITH. In the early part of the session 
I intimated to my constituents that on some occa. 
sion I designed to examine end present my views 
in the form of a speech, on Mr. Marcy’s celebrated 
letter in reference to Koszta. Various circum. 
stances, Mr. Speaker, have operated on me, and 


remaining 


pits) 18 0 6 asks BA I am not sure but that my modesty has been the 


predominant one ofall, [laughter,] and I have been 
| prevented making it here, though I have prepared 


I desire that | 
| may have unanimous consent to printit as though 


| it had been made on this occasion. There is no, 


| the slightest personality in it. It isa purely |ogi. 
cal examination of the letter to which [| have 
referred. 

There was no objection; and it was ordered ac. 
| cordingly. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I shall not enter into q 
discussion now, nor do I know that I shall do s0 
at any other time, of the principles involved in 
_ the President’s veto message. I wish, however, 
| to notice a remark which fell from my friend from 
| Illinois. We have heard of various combinations 


|| which have been recently formed in this country, 


| Fusion between those who claimed to be Demo- 
| crats and Whigs, Free-Soilers and A bolitionists, 
_L have not been particularly astonished at these 
_ combinations and fusions and striking of hands, 
| Nobody has been. .But I must confess that [ am 

somewhat astonished at the fusion we have wit- 

nessed here this morning, and I think the country 
| will be astonished. Antipodes have met to-day, 
| The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Campsett] and 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricuarpsoy] 
| have ‘‘struck hands”’ in the American Congress, 
I congratulate my friend from Illinois in the com- 
pany he places himself in this morping. He has 
fought a gallant and a glorious battle during this 
session of Congress against the gentleman from 
Ohio and his friends. He gained the victory, but 
after the victory has been gained, he surrenders 
his arms, and we now find him in fond, affectionate, 
and loving embrace with the gentleman from 
Ohio. Now, however worthy my friend from 
Ohio, personally, may be, [ should dislike very 
much to go to my Democratic constituents—my 
friend from Iilinois can speak for himself, but we 
have codperated together as Democrats here; | 
suppose a Democrat in Mississippi would be & 
Democrat in Illinois, and vice versa—I should 
dislike very much to go to my Democratic friends 
in Mississippi, and tell them that I had struck 
hands with the gentleman from Ohio. Now,| 
do not know how it may be with my friend from 
Illinois. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It is all right. . 

Mr. BARKSDALE. It may be all right with 
him, but it would not be all right with me. These 
are all the remarks I intended to make, and | wil 
not detain the House longer. 

Mr. STRAUB. [also ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House present to put upon record 4 
few remarks upon a subject, sir, which is a little 
nearer my heart than any other which has been 
discussed during this session. : 

[Cries of ** Hear him !”’ ‘* Hear him!’’] 

Mr. STRAUB. I have but a word to say 
| All L ask is the privilege to publish a few remarks 
| in favor of the veteran soldiers who fought, and 
| bled, and gained the victory for our country 

(Laughter. ] 
| [Cries of **Agreed!’’ ‘*Agreed!’’} 
| [Mr. STRAUB offered the following resolution 


+ Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House 0° 
| the state of the Union be discharged from the further co 
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gerdio® : Adiers who have been engaged in the military 
sana 


the United States. 


, “a STR \UB said, that it was his intention to 
the bil on its immediate passage; that the 
Y amnation made by the pension laws against 
 oterans of 1812 was alike unjustand unreason- 
. Not a word of complaint should be utfered 
Bye bounties allowed to the soldiers serving 
» the contrary, I am in favor of that 
1 laws now in existence, and, indeed, 
-easons which sudtain those pensions 0; erate 
y. ite equal force in favor of the soldiers of 
. Retish war of 1812. Did not the soldiers of 
ae expose their lives and personal safety in 
e ontest with the joint powers of Great Britain 
re ch as those in the Mexican war? 
Si eag vajlant, brave, and patriotic for Americans 
-ontend against the then acknowledged mistress 
“¢ he world upon sea and land, as it was against 
weak, undiciplined, half famished, and powerless 
Mexico ? : j ; 
“it was the glorious victories on land and sea 
sained by our gallant soldiers and mariners in the 
=r of 1812, that stamped our national character 
with the iron heel of invincibility, and taught the 
,auions of Europe that they had to deal with no 
‘ntilefoe. The success of the American Army 
iq that sanguinary struggle compelled the British 
» to crouch to the American eagle, and satisfied 
a | nations that America was more than a match 
for Great Britain. The blooc that flowed at 
gridgewater, Lundy’s Lane, and New Orleans, 
was as rich and as precious as the kindred blood 
‘hat watered the fields of Buena Vista, Cerra 
Gorda, and Contreras. 
sidious distinction be made? 
The veterans of the war of 1812 are growing 


be VYexico; or 
1 al] pensiol 


old, are fastapproaching that bourne from whence | 


no traveler returns, - They have long been ne- 
slected, and as they aided to cover the Army and 
the lag of our country in its darkest hour with 


honor and with glory, shall they be spurned from | 
Let no such erying in- | 


the doors of Congress? 
iystice be done. The soldiers of the Revolution 
suffered for nearly half a century the pains and 
mortiications of poverty and distress. Our nation 
was then poor and unable to afford adequate as- 
sistance, now at is rich, great and powerful. Your 
Treasury is overflowing, and your territory so 


vastly extended, that it affords a world within | 


itself. Hundreds of thousands of miles square, 
containing some hundreds of millions of acres of 


wild lands, are now owned by the Government. 


Under these circumstances, shall it play the miser | 


and the ungrateful requiter of patriotic services? 


| trust not; it would shame us in the eyes of the | 


world 
ltis a humiliating fact that, notwithstanding the 


boasted clamor we make of freedom and protec- | 


tion to American citizens, the duty here due the 


soldier and patridt'is too often overlooked, the re- || 


ward for services of the men who fought and bled 


| cod gained the victories under the American flag, | 
which has made this the greatest nation under | 


God’s footstool, which guarantied to the Ameri- 
can people liberty and independence, and which 
secured to the members on this and the other floor 
of Congress the high and honorable position they 
occupy. This fact seems to be passed as the idle 
wind, whilst every other country (no matter how 
despotic) rewards the services of the soldier as 
well, if not better, and with more promptness and 
charity, than does the Government of the United 
States. In many other countries, the victorious 
officer or soldier is immediately promoted, and 
provision made for his wants and comforts during 
his natural life. Is it not to be deplored that we 
cannot give the Government of the United States 


credit for awarding justice to those of our soldiers | 


whose best days were spent in the cause of their 


country; and, | repeat, while the United States | 
Treasury is overflowing, and millions of money 


and acres of land are being continually voted to 


and disabled, with means inadequate to protect 
him from absolute suffering, is denied asmall, and 
‘o this Government, a beggarly pittance of a few 
acres of land, which to it would be as a grain of 
sand taken from the sea shore, or a drop of water 
adstracted from the bosom of the mighty ocean. 
am of opinion that the soldiers engaged in the 
Indian war should be likewise rewarded with 


Was it | 


Why, then, should any | 


the States and to corporations already enriched by | 
such appropriations; whilst the old soldier, poor | 
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bounties. 


Their services were perilous, onerous, 
and 


valuable. They undoubtedly deserve the 
favor and patronage of their country. 

The marine corps, too, are entitled to a like 
compensation. Its services have been severe and 
praiseworthy, and why should not men who fight 
Upon sea be equally honored and rewarded with 
those who fight upon land? The history of our 
country will prove that the Indian fighters and 
marine corps have, at all times, notonly sustained 
their own honor, in an eminent degree, but tt also 
proves that no service in war is so adventurous or 
hazardous as that against the savage Indians. No 
home, no place of ambusi, is free from danger. 
Many instances might be cited, too, to prove the 
bravery and gallantry of our marines in the war 
of 18]2—suffice it to say, that the victory on Lake 
Erie, under the command of the gallant Perry, is 
sufficient of itself to cover them with laurels and 
with glory. In Mexico, too, they bore themselves 
worthy of their high calling—always true to their 
duty, and mindful of their mission to gallantly 
defend the flag of their country when occasion 
required it, no matter how far from home, or upon 
what ocean. It will be remembered that many 
soldiers of the war of 1812 were subjected to pe- 
culiar hardships and privations. The army was 
raw and ill disciplined, the officers without any 
practical knowledge of the art and science of war; 
clothing bad, subsistence worse, and the conse- 
quent loss of health inevitable; the fighting was 
obstinate and sanguinary, the fields bloody, and 
everything connected with the war painful and de- 
plorable. Many of the regulars, volunteers, and 
militia, who served in the war of 1812, exposed 
themselves to the utmost privations; and if Con- 
gress were to fail to recognize and make amends 
to them, disgrace by such wanton negligence 
would certainly follow. I trust, ere the present 
session closes, justice may be done to those who 
are yet living, and to the heirs of those upon whom 


_ the cold grave has closed, and whose earthly ca- 


reer has ceased forever. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have but a single 
remark to make in reply to the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Barkspare.}] He congratu- 
lates me that | find myself in company with 
strange bed-fellows. I have laid down ‘the posi- 
tion upon which I stand, and | stand there, I care 
not who stands with me, or who against me. I 
form my own opinion upon every subject, and | 
act upon that without regard to the opinion of 
anybody else. I repeat, here, to the House, that | 
I do not care what the President may think upon 
this, or that, or any other subject. The policy 
of the Government which allows appropriations 
to the sea-board, and claims them to be constitu- | 
tional, and yet denies them to the interior, is wrong 
and unjust, and | condemn it. [do not care who | 
goes with me. As for the positions which I take, 
{ assume them for myself. The position which I 
take I assume for myself. I assume it here and 
elsewhere, and everywhere. I have voted on | 
these principles. Nor are they the opinions of a 
day. When Congress determines to strike down 
appropriations for everything in the shape of 
public improvements, and to leave them entirely | 
to the several States, when it discontinues its 
appropriations for New York, Philadelphia, Bal- | 
timore, New Orleans, and every other place, for 
light-houses, and buoys, and custom-houses, and 
coast surveys, | will then stand by the gentlemen | 
who support this veto, and will go with them. 
But when gentlemen come and say, we are for 
these things, but we are against those things | 
which are for the benefit of internal commerce, | 
denounce that policy as unjust and wrong. When 
you claim the right constitutionally to make ap 
propriations for the sea-board, and deny the same 
to the interior, | do not care who stands with me 
or who stands against me, but | oppose that 
policy. I walk the track in opposition to it, and 
| care not whether I have to trudgeitalone. The 
position | assume is just, it is right, and I will 
stand by it, | do not care who is against it or who 
is for it. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
Iilinois yield me the floor for a question? 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
tleman from Illinois what works he regards as 
national, what as local, and what works he ap- | 
proves? Nothing more than that. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 will answer the gen- | 


Will the gentleman from | 


I desire to ask the gen- 


—_ 


tleman. My opinion about this thing is that I fol- 
low a safe precedent. I think that General Jack- 
son was about as good a man to strike hands with 
on this subject as could be found in the country. 

Mr. FLORENCE. He is very good authority 
with our people. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. And he is pretty good 
authority with mine. When I go heme and tell 
my constituents that I stand where General Jack- 
son stood, it is no disgrace to me to say that the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Campsen] follows in 
the wake of the lights laid down by him, and that 
he says it ts right to follow him. 

Now, I have one single thing further to say. I 
have said that if appropriations were to be made 
at all, | was in favor of appropriations for the im- 
provement of the western rivers. And I may ask 
—and ask triumphantly—if the great Mississippi 
river is not a national stream—running through 
and touching, as it does, some ten States of this 
Union? What is the Atlantic more? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman from 
Illinois allow me to propound a question to the 
honorable member from Mississippi, (Mr. Barks- 
DALES 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I suppose that the gentle- 
man admits that the National Government has a 
right to protect the national commerce, and that 
the light-house system, the coast survey, and all 
these various improvements, arise out of, and are 
carried out on, that principle. Now, 1 want the 
gentleman from Mississippi to tell me when and 
where the trade which comes from the constituents 
of the gentleman trom Illinois, which is started 
upon the upper waters of the Mississippi, and 
floats on that river, becomes a national commerce? 
Is it whenit gets down intohis State? Or does it 
not become a national commerce, and worthy of 
national attention, until it gets to the Balize?. lL 
suppose that whenever it gets to the point to which 
the light-houses and coast survey extend, the gen- 
tleman then finds the power in theConstitution to 
make appropriations for its protection. I should 
like to know his doctrine on this point. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I believe all hands have had 
something to say upon this subject. It was dis- 
tinctly understood that we were to do nothing 
here but to adjourn, beyond the signing of bills. 
I object to any further speaking, and I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I would like to make a 
remark. 

Mr. PURYEAR. 
der. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina rises to a question of order, and the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi will suspend. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I insist upon the motion. 

Mr. PURYEAR. The gentleman had not the 
floor to make that motion; the gentleman froin 
Mississippi was upon the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order. It is true the gentleman from 
Mississippi was upon the floor proceeding to dis- 
cuss something out of order. Neither the gentle- 
man from Mississippi nor the gentleman from 
Illinois have the right to the floor for the purpose 
of discussing anything. But the Chair was dis- 
posed to indulge gentlemen, so long as there was 
no objection, 

Mr. RUFFIN. There are several gentlemen 
who want to make speeches; but it was distinctly 
understood that gothing was to be done here, and 
we did not come here to do business. I insist 
upon my motion, 


The question was taken on the motion; and, 
upon a division, there were—ayes 11, noes 15. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. RICHARDSON 

The SPEAKER. 
objection is made. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I was upon the floor, 
but yielded it to the gentleman from Mississippi. 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman from 
North Carolina arrested the discussion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I was proceeding by 
unanimous consent, 

The SPEAKER. And by unanimous consent 
alone can this discussion go forward. 


Mr. RUFFIN. I object. 


The SPEAKER. Then no discussion 
order. 


I rise to a question of or- 


I want to say a word. 
Debate is not in order, if 


is in 
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Mr. FLORENCE. I wish to makea personal | 
explanation. 
The SPEAKER. A personal explanation is 

out of order 

Mr. FLORENCE. I suppose it can be made 
by unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER, Itcan. 

Mr. PRATT. fT object. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I hope the House will 
allow me to write out a single remark [ wish to 
make, a8 it is important to the country, and 

[Cries of “ Order !”’ ** Order !””} 

Mr. FLORENCE. If beg the gentleman from 
Connecticut will withdraw his objection, as my 
explanation will not occupy two minutes. 

Mr. PRATT. TI cannot. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I think it will be better for | 

on and your constituents. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the unanimous consent 
of the House that the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia make a personal explanation. 

Mr. PRATT. No. 

The SPEAKER. How many minutes may he | 
speak ? | 

[A Voice. None at all.] | 

Mr. CURTIS. I move that the House do now | 
adjourn. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well, sir, I suppose I may |, 
have the privilege of printing my remarks. I de- | 
sire 





| 








‘¢ protected’? read ‘ prejudiced.” 
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- The SPEAKER. The gentleman must re- 
member that when the gentleman is called to or- 
der by a dozen gentlemen all around the Hall, it 
is the duty of the Chair to enforce the rule. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I certainly have great re- 
spect for the Chair. | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that |- 
very well; bwt the gentleman seemed to be inat 
tentive to the objections which were made to his 
proceeding. 

The question was then put; and Mr. Curtis’s 
motion was agreed to; and 

Thereupon (at half past one o’clock) the House 
adjourned until Monday at haif-past seven o’clock, 
a.m. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, August 7, 1854. 
The Senate met at eight o’clock, a. m. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 

On motion by Mr, MORTON, the reading of | 
the Journal of Saturday was diepensed with. 
THANKS TO PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 
Mr. MORTON, (Mr. Bricut temporarily oc- 


eupying the chair.) Mr. President, I beg leave | 


to submit a resolution for the consideration of the 
Senate, which | know will not be ruled out of 
order under the joint resolution of the two Houses. 


|, It is a resolution which will meet with a cordial 


ERRATA. 


maining’’ read ** removing.”’ 


Page 739, column 3, line 6 from the top of the column—for | Page 742, column 1, 14th line from the bottom—for ‘ re- 
| 
\| 


Page 740, column 1, line 12 from the bottom—for “ discon- 
tinue’’ read ** discountenance.”’ 
Pag? 740, column 3, 7th line of Mr. Houston’s rematks— 


Page 743, column 2, 7th line from the bottom—for *‘ two ”’ 
read “ three.” 
| Page 743, column 3, 7th line from the top—for ‘* the”’ read 


for “* unto” read “into.” i} “our? 


| Senate during this present session now about to termi the 
i 








* _August 7, 1854, 
response from every voice here presen : 
if we Rad a full Senate, I confidently believe the 
would not be a single dissent to its adoption The 
resolution is: n po 
Resolved, That the unanimous thanks of the 
and the sanre are hereby, tendered to the Hon. 
ATCHISON for the very able, dignified, and ipa 
nerin which he has presided over the deliberati 


t; and even 


Senate be, 
Davin R. 
tial man 
Ons of 


The resolution was unanimously adopted. 


Mr. ATCHISON, having resumed the chs) 
said: Senators, before we adjourn, | wish to : 


| turn my thanks for the compliment contained j, 
| the resolution just adopted; and I desire you . 


take for granted that everything which ought ;, 
be said upon the occasion is said. And now in 


| pursuance of the resolution adopted by the two 


Houses of Congress, I declare the Senate a. 
journed sine die. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpary, .4ugust 7, 1854. 
The House met at half past seven o’clock, a. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 
At eight o’clock the SPEAKER called th. 
House to order, and said: In obedience to the 
joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress 
this House stands adjourned sine die. ei 
Thus ended the first session of the Thirty-Thir 
Congress. 


|| Page 848, column 2, 18th line from the top—for “ Chicks. 


saws’? read “* Cherokees.”’ 


| Page 2067, column 3, Ist and 2d line—dele “ the amoun 


appropriated.”’ 


Page 2067, column 3, 3d paragraph, 7th line—for « the 


Treasury’? read ** War.”? F 
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